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February 7, 2002

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

Enclosed for your consideration and approval is an ordinance authorizing the adoption of the Six-Year Transit Development Plan for 2002 – 2007.  The plan constitutes King County Metro’s six-year transit development and financial program in compliance with state law requirements (RCW 35.58.2795).  The plan sets forth objectives and strategies for transit, paratransit, rideshare services and supporting capital facilities in King County, and establishes the policy basis on which annual operating and capital program decisions are made.

The transit investments identified and prioritized in the plan are focused on congestion relief and improved mobility.  Complementing these is a continued focus on service efficiency – improving capacity utilization, reducing duplication, improving unproductive service or re-allocating resources away from it, and creating transit-oriented development projects.  Although we find ourselves in a period of financial constraint, this plan ensures the continued quality of our existing transit investment.  

Priority investments in this plan include:

· Expansion of park-and-ride capacity and service in partnership with other regional transit partners, local jurisdictions and the Washington State Department of Transportation. An increase of about 6,000 park-and-ride spaces, a 35% increase in park-and-ride capacity, is planned. 

· Improvements to the network of routes providing “core connections” to major activity centers in King County, which carry the majority of our system’s ridership.

· Continued restructure of King County Metro’s services to integrate with express bus and commuter rail services provided by Sound Transit and our neighboring transit agencies.

If you have any questions, please contact Jim Jacobson, Manager of the Service Development Section in the Department of Transportation, at (206) 684-1614.

Your timely consideration of this ordinance is requested.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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Steve Call, Director, Office of Budget


Paul A. Toliver, Director, Department of Transportation (DOT)


Rick C. Walsh, General Manager, King County Metro Transit, DOT


Jim Jacobson, Manager, Service Development Section, DOT

