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January 7, 2009
The Honorable Dow Constantine 
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Constantine:

Enclosed for your consideration and approval is a motion establishing the 2009 (FY ‘10) Federal Agenda of King County.  Also, attached are the proposed 2009 (FY ‘10) Federal Appropriations Requests and 2009(FY ‘10) Legislative Interests documents.  As in previous years, it may be necessary to further amend these at a later date to incorporate major issues and concerns that arise during the congressional session.  These documents also carry over items from the 2008 (FY’09) requests since Congress has yet to act of the FY2009 Federal Budget. 
While we recognize the continued deficits at the federal level, we have also considered the new opportunities that might be available under President-elect Obama’s Administration.  We have laid out modest appropriation requests in most areas; however, we have sought to be strategic as we recommend changes in policy and agency rules and regulations.  We also acknowledge the strong interest that President-elect Obama has expressed in addressing climate change, reducing our dependence on foreign oil, and tackling healthcare reform.  

If King County is going to continue delivering critical government services to our residents, we need a preservation, and where possible, an expansion of our fiscal partnership with the federal government.  This includes continued federal support for transportation, public health, homeland security, salmon recovery, flood control, affordable housing, and other important needs.  Federal money is critical to all of these local and regional government responsibilities.  

Again in 2009, we will work with our intergovernmental partners, including the Governor, the Puget Sound Regional Council, the cities of Seattle and Bellevue and the other suburban cities to aggressively advocate for federal funding for the challenges our region faces.  We also look forward to continuing our strong collaboration at the national level with the National Association of Counties, the American Public Transportation Association and Climate Communities, a new coalition of cities and counties working to promote action on climate change. 

We will continue the strong collaboration we have with the County Council and separately elected officials to address the priorities outlined in the attached documents.  We also look forward to continuing to support the efforts of the Ferguson Group and Patton Boggs who work on our behalf in Washington, D.C. 
If you have any questions or concerns regarding this document, please feel free to contact Maura Brueger, Senior Advisor for Federal Relations in the Executive’s Office, at 
206-263-9609, or maura.brueger@kingcounty.gov.   

Sincerely, 

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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