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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole
Staff Report
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	5, 6, 7
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	Megan Smith

	Motion Nos:
	2004-0509, 2004-0510, 2004-0511
	Date:
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	Invited:
	Harry Reinert, Department of Development and Environmental Services (DDES) 
Greg Anderson, Analysis and Internal Services Supervisor, DDES
Daryl Grigsby, Manager, Water and Land Resources Division (WLRD)
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SUBJECT:
Three motions related to implementation of the recently adopted Critical Areas, Stormwater, and Clearing and Grading Ordinances. 
Background:  
The Council recently adopted the “Critical Areas Package,” which is comprised of the Critical Areas Ordinance (CAO), Stormwater Ordinance, and Clearing and Grading Ordinance. The CAO includes provisions for site-specific application of critical areas standards through a Rural Stewardship Plan, Farm Plan, and/or Forest Management Plan.  Preparation of one of these plans can also qualify a landowner for clearing and grading permit exemptions and in some cases, tax incentive programs. 

Over the course of public testimony, the Council heard comments about not only the standards within these ordinances, but also about how critical area regulations and tax incentives are implemented. 

Key implementation concerns and suggestions included:

· Ensuring that landowners can easily access information about new regulations without an hourly charge;

· Providing greater certainty about permit review costs; 

· Monitoring implementation of the CAO by DDES with a focus on permit efficiency, hourly charges,  and customer service; 

· Making information about Rural Stewardship and Farm Plans easily accessible through web-sites, model plans, classes, and technical assistance so that landowners can make an informed decision about participating before they invest a great deal of time and energy; 

· Ensuring consistent code enforcement, particularly in cases where the application of regulations is being determined through a site-specific plan; 
· Securing ongoing funding support for the King Conservation District, which prepares Farm Plans; and
· Improving tax incentives for protecting forest cover and critical areas.
Through amendments to the CAO, the Council required the Executive to provide web sites, model plans, classes, and technical assistance on Rural Stewardship Plans. Amendments also clarified that the Department of Natural Resources and Parks would be the key point of contact on behalf of the County for these plans. With respect to enforcement, an amendment was adopted requiring DDES to consult with King Conservation District and Department of Natural Resources and Parks prior to making a determination of whether an action is consistent with an approved Farm or Rural Stewardship Plan. The CAO was also amended to create a new consolidated site review option for residential development. 
In addition to these CAO amendments, the following stand-alone motions dealing with CAO implementation were originated by the Council and introduced on October 25th:
Proposed Motion 2004-0509: DDES Permit Efficiency and Customer Service

Proposed Motion 2004-0509 would follow-up on recommendations of 2004 Performance Audits of DDES. Proposed Motion 2004-0509 expresses the Council’s intent to follow-up on the Auditor’s recommendations for new permit efficiency performance measures and exit interviews, and to require quarterly reporting of data related to these performance measures to the Council and Auditor. Proposed Motion 2004-0509 also directs DDES to track and report the number of applications triggering a “complex site engineering review” that includes hourly review charges.  Finally, the motion calls for the Auditor to review these quarterly reports and provide findings the Council.  
Proposed Motion 2004-0510: Incentives and Technical Assistance

Proposed Motion 2004-0510 flags upcoming Council decisions related to incentives and technical assistance for CAO implementation.  
With respect to incentives, Proposed Motion 2004-0510 expresses the Council’s intent to:

· Expeditiously review Proposed Ordinance 2004-0512 updating the Public Benefit Rating System (PBRS) with two new categories: Rural Stewardship and Watershed Protection; 

· Seek funding through the 2005 budget process to provide adequate staff to support community partnerships and direct assistance in preparing PBRS applications, using an approached modeled after the successful Waterways 2000 Program;

· Seek current expense funding support through the 2005 budget process to waive the $200 application fee for PBRS during 2005;

· Seek changes to state law to streamline the PBRS application process and enhance incentives. 

With respect to technical assistance, Proposed Motion 2004-0510 states the Council’s intent to:

· Identify adequate staffing resources through the 2005 budget to support Rural Stewardship Plans, Farm Plans, and Forest Management Plans;

· Renew the King Conservation District assessment that supports Farm Plans during 2005 (the KCD assessment would otherwise sunset at the end of 2005).

Proposed Motion 2004-0511: Citizen Access to Information on the CAO

Proposed Motion 2004-0511 responds to citizen testimony calling for access to information on critical areas standards and permitting options without an hourly charge. Specifically, this motion states the Council’s intent to identify current expense funding to support two additional staff to work in the rural area in 2005 and to be available to answer questions about the critical areas, stormwater, and clearing and grading standards without an hourly charge.  Further, the Motion calls for DDES to develop and post customer information bulletins related to best management practices (including flow control best management practices) which are emphasized in the new stormwater standards. 
SUMMARY

Proposed Motions 2004-0509, 2004-0510, and 2004-0511 respond to citizen comments about resources needed for CAO implementation and incentives programs.  The motions flag upcoming CAO implementation issues tied to the 2005 budget, an update of PBRS categories, renewal of the King Conservation District Assessment, and the annual Legislative Agenda. The Motions express the Council’s intent to provide specific resources and direction for CAO implementation and incentive programs. For several of these recommendations, the vehicle for action is either a 2005 budget appropriation or a budget proviso. 
ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Motion 2004-0509
2. Proposed Motion 2004-0510

3. Proposed Motion 2004-0511
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