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June 7, 2002

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

Enclosed for King County Council consideration is a motion approving project and operating support for arts organizations through the King County Office of Cultural Resources Sustained Support Program and Community Arts Initiative, as authorized by KCC 4.42.100.  The motion concurs with recommendations of the King County Arts Commission.

The Community Arts Initiative supports arts programming for the benefit of citizens in areas of King County that are unincorporated and/or not served by a Local Arts Agency. The programs provide free or low-cost access to the arts, and in many instances, are the only cultural programming opportunities available in these communities. This year the Community Arts Initiative received 16 applications requesting over $69,000. The Arts Commission is recommending 14 projects for funding, with awards totaling $45,000.

The Sustained Support Program, which is being funded by the hotel/motel tax fund for the first time this year, provides operating support for arts organizations and local arts agencies throughout King County. Eligible applicants include not-for-profit arts organizations with a minimum of three years presenting or producing arts programs for King County residents. This year the Sustained Support Program received 172 applications from organizations seeking support. The Arts Commission is recommending 158 awards for funding totaling $944,161.

The recommended projects reflect the geographic and cultural diversity of King County and include large and small arts organizations throughout the region.  The motion contains a summary list of the Arts Commission Community Arts Initiative recommendations (Attachment A.1); a summary list of the Arts Commission Sustained Support Program recommendations (Attachment B.1); descriptive narratives about the projects (Attachments A.2 and B.2), and a financial plan (Attachment D), which incorporates the most recent 

revenue figures for the cultural development fund and current expense budget.  I look forward to the impact these projects will have on citizens in every neighborhood of our County and hope you will join me in supporting this motion.  The King County Council's earliest consideration will be appreciated.

If you need additional information, please contact Jim Kelly, Manager of the Office of Cultural Resources, at (206) 296-8671.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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