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SUBJECT:  Briefing by Representatives of the Tahoma School District on Non-Academic Barriers to Learning.
SUMMARY:  The Tahoma School District serves 7,200 students in the in grades K-12 in and around Maple Valley.  The Maple Valley community population is about 20,000 and is located in southeast King county.  The district has one full-service high school, Tahoma High School and an alternative high school, Maple Valley High School.  The district also has a junior high school, two middle schools, four elementary schools, and one “parent partnered” school.  Tahoma High School is one of 75 high schools in the nation participating in a five-year study aimed at identifying and testing more effective ways to provide education to students.
The district’s counselors and social workers recently completed a comprehensive review of both academic and non-academic barriers to successful learning.  Their findings included a detailed review of the non-academic barriers to learning which were reported to the Tahoma School Board.  This review identified a variety of factors that created barriers to success in school.  These barriers ranged from mental and physical impairment, parenting, and the lack of community resources.
The committee has had the opportunity to be briefed on the issues that lead to juvenile crime and delinquency and, through the county’s Juvenile Justice Operational Master Plan implementation, has been working reducing similar issues facing youth that become involved in the justice system.
A representative of the school district is here today to brief members on the results of the study.
ATTENDEES: 

· Julie Lee, Associate Principal, Tahoma Senior High School

ATTACHMENTS:
1. PowerPoint Presentation “Barriers to Learning: What Are They?”
