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[bookmark: Overview]COMMITTEE ACTION
Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2026-0161.2 authorize the execution of a lease in Auburn for continued use by King County Medic One, passed out of committee on July 22, 2026, with a “Do Pass” recommendation. The Proposed Ordinance was amended in committee with Amendment 1 to replace the original lease in Attachment A with an updated lease with a revised date of June 29, 2026, that corrects a scrivener's error in the recitals so that it correctly states that there are three five-year options to renew, not two.
OVERVIEW
TOPIC: An ordinance to authorize the execution of a lease in Auburn for continued use by King County Medic One.
LEGISLATION SUMMARY
Proposed Ordinance 2026-0161 would authorize the Executive to execute a lease agreement with Valley Regional Fire Authority (VRFA) for space at 1101 D Street NE, Auburn, WA to support King County Medic One operations. The agreement includes a five-year term and three five-year options to extend. Medic One has occupied this space since 2017. The VRFA is building a new fire house at this location, known as Station 31, that should be completed by the end of 2028. Until that time, the lease provides for similar premises at Station 36.  
[bookmark: Key_Issue]KEY ISSUES FROM THE ANALYSIS
A. Key Issue A. Recitals Error. The transmitted lease states in the recitals that there are two five-year options to renew but the lease provides three five-year options to renew. This issue would be resolved by adoption of Amendment 1.
AMENDMENTS
· Amendment 1 would replace the original lease with an updated lease that corrects a scrivener's error in the recitals.
BACKGROUND & TIMING CONSIDERATIONS	 BACK TO TOP
Medic One. King County’s Medic One/Emergency Medical Services (EMS) system provides residents of Seattle and King County with life-saving prehospital medical care through an internationally recognized, tiered regional response system. This system relies upon coordinated partnerships with fire departments, paramedic agencies, dispatch centers, and hospitals. For more than 30 years, this system has comprised high service standards for response times and quality training of dispatchers, paramedics, and other responders. Medic One has occupied this space in Auburn since 2017.
The property summary indicates that the Medic One unit operating out of this space in Auburn has responded to 2,461 incidents per year on average over the eight-year period from 2017-2024. This is the equivalent of almost seven incident responses per day. Due to proximity to arterial roads from this location, response times to the surrounding community are within the targeted length of time needed to respond to emergency calls. In 2024, the median response times were eight and a half minutes. 
Timing considerations. The current lease is set to expire on December 31, 2026. Executive staff have requested that the proposed ordinance be adopted by November 30, 2026, so that the lease is approved prior to the expiration of the current lease. 
ANALYSIS	 BACK TO TOP
Premises. The lease agreement provides for use of space in two locations (Station 31 and Station 36) dependent upon the new firehouse being constructed at the site of the permanent space, Station 31. Station 31 will begin construction later this year and is anticipated to be complete at the end of 2028. Station 31 will provide for exclusive use of approximately 2,019 square feet of exclusive-use space consisting of a medic storage room, two sleeping rooms, an ADA bathroom, plus 1,596 square feet of ambulance bay that can accommodate two ambulances, 27 square feet of outdoor storage for oxygen tanks and shared use of approximately 3,020 square feet including a laundry room, clean room, decontamination room, kitchen and dining space, day room, fitness room, hotel office room, and two parking spaces in the parking lot. 
Until the new location is finished the landlord will provide commensurate space at the temporary premises at Station 36. According to the property summary, Station 36 contains substantially the same spaces and square footage. The proposed lease agreement will allow Medic One to continue to operate out of VRFA Station 31 on a long-term basis and out of VRFA Station 36 on a temporary basis. 

Lease Terms and Fiscal Impacts. Table 1 summarizes the lease terms and Table 2 estimates the financial impact of the proposed lease for the current and future biennia. As indicated in the fiscal note, the cost of the proposed lease was included in the current budget, so no corresponding appropriation request was transmitted with this proposed ordinance. EMS Levy proceeds would be used to pay for the lease. 

Table 1. Summary of the Lease Terms of Proposed Ordinance 2026-0161
	Category
	Terms

	Square Footage
	2,019 square feet exclusive space

	Cost per Square Foot (base rent)
	$0.785 per month for the exclusive space ($1,586 base rent), adjusted annually by the Seattle Consumer Price Index and capped at three percent  

	Operating Costs
	King County is not responsible for operating costs

	Term
	Five years with three five-year options to renew

	Other Considerations
	None

	Lease Effective Date
	January 1, 2027



Table 2. Fiscal Impact of Proposed Ordinance 2026-0161
	 
	2026-2027
	2028-2029
	2030-2031

	2026-0161
	$19,032[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The lease commences January 1, 2027, so this amount is for 2027 only. ] 

	$39,794
	$42,217



[bookmark: Key_Issue_A]Key Issue A. Recitals Error.  Staff identified a discrepancy in the recitals of the transmitted lease that states there are two five-year options to renew. The lease provides three five-year options to renew. This issue would be resolved by Amendment 1 described in the next section.
Council's legal counsel reviewed the proposed ordinance. 
AMENDMENTS
There is one amendment to the Proposed Ordinance as described in the table below.
	Amendment
	Sponsor
	Effect Statement

	1
Attachment A
	Dembowski
	Amendment 1 would replace the original lease in Attachment A with an updated lease with a revised date of June 29, 2026, that corrects a scrivener's error in the recitals so that it correctly states that there are three five-year options to renew, not two.
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