[image: KClogo_v_b_m2]

Metropolitan King County Council
Government Accountability and Oversight Committee



STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	[bookmark: _GoBack]7
	Name:
	Beth Mountsier

	Proposed No.:
	2015-0152
	Date:
	June 9, 2015



SUBJECT

A motion accepting a report in response to the 2015-2016 Biennial Budget Ordinance 17941, Section 129, Proviso P8 regarding an assessment and recommendations regarding security measures at the King County International Airport (KCIA). 

SUMMARY

Per the direction of a proviso in the  2015-2016 Biennial Budget Ordinance, KCIA staff contracted with a consultant to provide an assessment of KCIA facilities and report on  airport perimeter security measures already implemented, potential vulnerabilities to security breaches and recommendations for additional security investments. 

Proposed Motion 2015-0152 was transmitted at the end of March as required by the 2015-2016 Biennial Budget Ordinance.  It purports to accept the consultant’s report on the airport perimeter security measures.  However, the report is not attached because it is considered “Sensitive Security Information” as defined by the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) and controlled under 49 CFR parts 15 and 1520 which include restrictions on the dissemination of information related to security programs or contingency planning for aviation and maritime facilities.   

Due to the sensitive security information contained in the report, the committee was briefed in an Executive Session at the April 14, 2015 meeting by Aviation Security Consulting, Inc. staff who had prepared report.   Committee members will be briefed at this meeting (in Executive Session) by King County International Airport staff regarding what actions are being considered or taken based on the consultant’s recommendations.

BACKGROUND 

Ordinance 17941, Section 129, Proviso P8 directs that:  
Of this appropriation, $300,000 shall not be expended or encumbered until the executive transmits a report on airport perimeter security measures and a motion that accepts the airport perimeter security measures report, and the motion is passed by the council. The motion shall reference the subject matter, the proviso's ordinance, ordinance section and proviso number in both the title and body of the motion.
The airport perimeter security measures report shall include, but not be limited to, researching and reporting on airport perimeter security measures implemented in the last five years and assessments and recommendations for additional security investments planned or recommended to prevent physical intrusions on to airport property.

The Executive was further directed to file the airport security measures report and motion required by the proviso by March 31, 2015.  To comply with this directive, KCIA contracted with Aviation Security Consulting (ASC), Inc. to conduct the assessment and prepare the report.

The assessment conducted by ASC involved surveying the existing airport-owned security systems including physical security perimeter systems, technical security systems, and operational security protocols. The report prepared by ASC identifies critical infrastructure and areas of potential vulnerabilities to assist KCIA with the development of an immediate and long-term plan for possible investments in compliance with all regulatory requirements.

ANALYSIS

The budget proviso directing the assessment and a report to the Council was intended to inform policymakers regarding potential priorities for future capital or operational investments to maintain and improve the security of the airport.   However, according to KCIA staff and their consultant,  the nature of this information and the consultant’s report is regarded by TSA as Sensitive Security Information, which should not be disclosed to public nor transmitted in a hard copy to anyone who does not meet a standard of “needs to know”.   Therefore, the Executive and KCIA staff said they cannot transmit ASC’s “Airport Perimeter Security Measures Report” to the Council, and instead included "Attachment A” to proposed Motion 2015-0152 which states:

The information included in the Airport Perimeter Security Measures Report is considered “Sensitive Security Information” as defined by the Transportation Security Administration and controlled under 49 CFR parts 15 and 1520.  Therefore, the report itself is not included in this transmittal package.  At the Councilmembers convenience, King County International Airport staff members are available to brief Councilmembers in Executive Session on the Airport Perimeter Security Measures Report. 

Attachment A as drafted does not satisfy the proviso.   

ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Motion 2015-0152 (and Attachment A)
2. Transmittal Letter

INVITED
1. Robert Burke, Director, King County International Airport
2. Michael Colmant, Assistant Director, King County International Airport
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