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Metropolitan King County Council
Budget Panel Discussion 2019-2020

COMBATING OUR HOUSING CRISIS


King County is facing a housing crisis. More than 100,000 low-income households pay more than half their income for housing, and more than 12,000 people around the county are currently experiencing homelessness. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]To address the crisis, King County will spend nearly $250 million over the next two years (in federal, state, and local funds) on homelessness and affordable housing programs, including prevention initiatives, emergency shelters, supportive services, rapid rehousing, and the development and preservation of affordable housing. 

How can these funds be used most effectively to help people avoid homelessness and find safe, affordable housing? How can these funds most effectively leverage other resources to help people in need? 

This is the first of three budget panel discussions during which County Councilmembers will examine proposed spending on housing and homelessness as part of their review of the 2019-2020 County budget. Today’s discussion will begin with answers from Executive staff (which can be found on the following pages) to a series of questions about how the Executive’s proposed budget addresses housing and homelessness. Topics include:

HOMELESSNESS

· The Best Starts for Kids Youth and Family Homelessness Prevention Initiative, which aims to help people avoid becoming homeless
· Diversion efforts to quickly move people out of the homeless services system
· The regional One Table effort to address the underlying causes of homelessness
· The proposed restructure of All Home, the region’s coordinating body for homelessness efforts 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

· Progress on the Transit-Oriented Development bonds backed by the lodging tax to provide affordable housing in neighborhoods near frequent transit
· Plans for 24/7 shelter with services at County-owned Harborview Hall and in modular structures on County-owned land
· Rapid Rehousing efforts to move people quickly out of homelessness, and Coordinated Entry for All to accelerate the path to housing
· The Regional Affordable Housing Task Force, a collaborative effort with leaders from around the region to identify housing solutions
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