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SUBJECT:  declaring the intent of King County to approve the agreement for the Eastside Transportation Partnership (ETP). 
SUMMARY:  Proposed Motion 2003-0220 (packet, Attachment 1) declares the intent of King County to approve the agreement for the ETP.  

The proposed motion commits King County to continue staffing support for ETP through the end of 2005, confirms the group’s responsibilities, clarifies its membership and representation, and acknowledges the use of ETP by other transportation agencies for information and input.  The proposed motion also authorizes the executive to enter into an interlocal agreement to further the purposes of the board. 
BACKGROUND:  An Eastside transportation program was first formed in 1987 through a nine party interlocal agreement for the preparation of a comprehensive plan for transportation improvements and programs for the Eastside.  In 1991, King County undertook the responsibilities for providing staffing support for the renamed Eastside Transportation Partnership, which continues through the present.  The ETP has been given the responsibility for sharing information, building consensus and providing input to King County, Sound Transit and other transportation agencies.  Specifically, King County relies on ETP to build consensus and provide input on important transportation issues in the East King County subarea, including providing policy direction on the following issues:

1. Development of the Six-Year Transit Development Plan

2. Implementation of Transit Service Priorities 

3. Recommendations for TEA-21 regional project identification and countywide project selection.  

4. Modifications to service implementation in the Sound Move Plan and Phase II planning efforts. 
The County Council passed Motion 10826 in December 1999, approving the most recent agreement for ETP.  This agreement expired at the end of 2002.  Proposed Motion 2003-0220 includes an updated agreement that is similar to the agreement approved in 1999 and will remain in effect until December 31, 2005 unless terminated.  The agreement can be extended by written agreement of all members. 

The updated agreement includes the addition of the City of Kenmore as a voting member and a change in name of the private sector representative (from Eastside Transportation Committee to Eastside Transportation Association).  Altogether, 24 agencies belong to ETP, 19 of which have voting privileges.  Generally, each jurisdiction has two voting members with the exception of King County, which has four voting members.  Five small cities (Beaux Arts, Clyde Hill, Hunts Point, Medina and Yarrow Point) combined have 2 total votes.   Each transportation agency (e.g. TIB, Sound Transit, PSRC, etc.) has one non-voting representative with the exception of WSDOT, which has one voting member.  While alternates are allowed to vote, no other change in representation, voting structure or procedures of the board is sought.   
King County serves as the lead agency for the purposes of program support for ETP, contract administration, receipt and disbursement of funds associated with consultant contracts and study-related expenses.  This agreement includes the payment of dues in the amount of $250.00 annually for each member city and county.  King County, as the designated lead agency, shall not be required to pay dues and shall have no financial commitment other than staffing support.  Revenue from dues shall be used for special events, public education, or other expenses authorized by ETP.  King County Councilmembers would continue to participate as voting members of the board. 
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Proposed Motion 2003-0220 with attachments
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