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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:  4
DATE:  October 17, 2005

PROPOSED NO:  2005-0396
PREPARED BY:  Anne Noris

SUBJECT:  AN ORDINANCE relating to council rules and order of business; and amending Ordinance 11683, Section 1, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.24.005, Ordinance 11683, Section 2, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.24.015, Ordinance 11683, Section 4, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.24.035, Ordinance 11683, Section 5, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.24.045, Ordinance 11683, Section 6, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.24.055, Ordinance 11683, Section 7, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.24.065, Ordinance 11683, Section 8, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.24.075, Ordinance 11683, Section 9, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.24.085, Ordinance 11683, Section 10, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.24.095, Ordinance 11683, Section 11, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.24.105, Ordinance 11583, Section 12, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.24.115, Ordinance 11683, Section 13, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.24.125, Ordinance 11683, Section 14, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.24.135, Ordinance 11683, Section 16, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.24.155, Ordinance 11683, Section 20, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.24.195, Ordinance 11683, Section 21, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.24.205, Ordinance 11683, Section 23, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.24.225, Ordinance 11683, Section 24, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.24.235, Ordinance 11683, Section 27, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.24.265 and Ordinance 11683, Section 31, as amended, and K.C.C. 1.24.305.
SUMMARY:  This ordinance proposes changes to K.C.C. chapter 1.24, which codifies the rules of procedure adopted by the council. There are two types of changes: making technical corrections to the language, and clarifications of some rules.    

BACKGROUND:  Ordinance 11683 (K.C.C. chapter 1.24) was adopted in 1995 when the Council membership changed from 9 to 13.  In 2000, the Council adopted Ordinance 13982, reflecting technical changes, rule clarifications and changes to reflect the actual practice of the Council.  Since 2000, the Clerk and Legal Counsel, together with the Code Reviser, have conducted a running review of the application of the rules.  After the Charter was amended to decrease Council membership from 13 to 9, the review was extended to include sections relating to vote counting.  
DISCUSSION:  The scope of the changes falls into the following categories.  Changes to each section are detailed in Attachment B, a section-by-section analysis of the proposed ordinance.  

Technical Changes

Almost every section of the ordinance reflects some kind of technical change.  Most of these changes reflect the technical meaning of words or preferred drafting styles, many of which are found in the county’s drafting guide.  Other typical technical changes include the deletion of superfluous language and clarifications to diminish ambiguity but not to make substantive change.

Clarifications


The proposed ordinance contains clarifications to many existing rules. The four most significant clarifications are:
· Rule 20, which indicates the specific number of votes necessary to take an action, has been changed to reflect a 9–member Council.  
· Rule 2D clarifies that an appeal of the Chair’s ruling on a point of order, inquiry or information must be made by two members.

· Rule 2E clarifies that if an objection to the Chair’s referral to a committee is sustained, the Chair makes another referral subject to appeal.

· Rule 21 clarifies that postponement of consideration of a motion for reconsideration is made by a vote of the Council.    

In each case, the clarification chosen was selected to maintain the spirit and prior application of the rules.  

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Proposed Ordinance 2005-0396
2. Section-by-Section Analysis of Proposed Ordinance 2005-0396
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