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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

LABOR, OPERATIONS AND TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE
AGENDA ITEM:  8
DATE:  September 28, 2004
PROPOSED NO:  2004-0471
PREPARED BY: Mike Alvine
SUBJECT:  AN ORDINANCE approving and adopting the Multi-Jurisdictional Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan, as approved by the Federal Emergency Management Agency.
SUMMARY:  If approved, this ordinance would make King County an official participant in a regional plan to identify and mitigate hazards before disasters.  The ordinance would also put King County in compliance with a federal law passed in 2000 requiring states, local communities and tribal governments to adopt mitigation plans by November 1, 2004.
Background:

There are four phases of emergency management.

1. Mitigation, which involves planning, identification of hazards and mitigation actions, review and possible modification of building codes and land uses, and retrofitting.

2. Preparedness, which involves developing response plans, training and exercises.

3. Response to disasters.

4. Recovery, which involves reconstruction, repair and cost recovery.

Mitigation is defined as any sustained effort to reduce or eliminate long-term risk to life and property from a hazard event.  The goal of mitigation is to save lives and reduce property damage. Examples of mitigation include land use planning, appropriate building codes, elevation or buy out of homes in floodplains and public education.
There are four steps in mitigation planning.

1. Organizing resources.  

2. Assessing risks.  

3. Developing a plan.

4. Implementing and updating the plan.

Regional Partners – Twenty-seven agencies agreed to participate in a regional approach to developing the first multi-jurisdictional hazard mitigation plan.  Phase I participants include six cities, 10 utility districts, four fire districts, one school district, and six departments/divisions of King County.  The State of Washington, Emergency Management Division and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) participated in the development of the plan and provided funding.  Phase II participants will include four cities, three fire districts, five public utility districts, three school districts and four King County divisions or sections.
Separate Plans – The cities of Seattle, Redmond, Renton, Kent and Covington have decided to do independent mitigation plans.

Plan Elements – The contents of the plan (large three-ring binder) include a:
· Regional profile;
· Hazard identification and vulnerability assessment;

· History of events;

· Risk analysis;

· Cost and benefit analysis;
· Mitigation strategies;

· Project proposals.

Implementation – Some projects are being implemented with existing resources.  As additional resources become available, the plan will guide selection of eligible projects using the criteria set forth in the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program process.  The plan is considered a living document and will be refined and updated on a five-year basis.

Council Adoption – Council adoption of the plan continues the eligibility of County and participating agencies eligible for disaster recovery assistance should an event occur, as well as making the partners eligible for grants to plan for mitigation and to implement projects.  King County previously received $1 million to purchase homes in the Cedar River flood zone.  Adoption of the plan before November 1 removes any risk of having to repay the funds for failing to meet the federal deadline for adopting the mitigation plan.
ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Ordinance 2004-0471
2. Transmittal Letter to Proposed Motion 2004-0459
ATTENDING:

Eric Holdeman, Director, Emergency Management Office, DES, King County
Diane Newman, Assistant Director, Emergency Management Office, DES, King County
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