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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	6
	Name:
	Sam Porter

	Proposed No.:
	2019-B0162
	Date:
	October 21, 2019



SUBJECT

[bookmark: _GoBack]Briefing on the process to fill a judicial vacancy in King County District Court.
SUMMARY

There is a judicial vacancy in the Northeast Division of King County District Court Position 4. Under state law[footnoteRef:1] the King County Council, as the county legislative authority, is directed to fill district court vacancies by appointment. The King County Code[footnoteRef:2] provides a merit selection process for filling such vacancies. [1:  RCW 3.34.100]  [2:  KCC 2.70] 

A proposed motion will be introduced to fill the vacancy. In its current form the motion has a blank line for the name of the person being appointed. This is the first briefing on the current vacancy. 
BACKGROUND 

District Court is the County’s court of “limited jurisdiction” and has responsibility for traffic infractions, small claims, and misdemeanor criminal offenses in the County’s unincorporated areas, cities that do not have municipal courts and contract with the court to provide those services, and for the adjudication of “state” offenses (violations of state statue in the county or when the arresting agency is the Washington State Patrol or other state law enforcement agency). The court handles approximately 250,000 filings annually throughout the North, South, and East Divisions. 

Judge Peter Nault, who was serving in Position 4 in the Northeast Electoral District, passed away unexpectedly on July 19, 2019.[footnoteRef:3] After receiving official notice of the vacancy from District Court Presiding Judge Donna Tucker on August 23, the Clerk of the Council published notice of the vacancy and judicial appointment application process on August 28 in the Seattle Times and the following week in local area papers.[footnoteRef:4] The deadline for application materials to be received by the Clerk was October 14, 2019 by 4:30 p.m. [3:  https://content.govdelivery.com/landing_pages/11082/10dd4e7b5d65055ffd8b3ec6ac7f2a66 ]  [4:  Local papers include the Bellevue Reporter, Redmond Reporter, Woodinville Weekly, Mercer Island Reporter, Bothell/Kenmore Reporter, Snoqualmie Valley Record, and the Issaquah Sammamish Review. ] 


ANALYSIS

In accordance with the merit selection process outlined in KCC 2.70.020, by the application deadline, eligible candidates must submit: 
1. A current rating of, at a minimum, “qualified” for a district court judicial position from the King County Bar Association and at least one other eligible[footnoteRef:5] bar association operating in King County; [5:  Eligible bar associations must have a judicial evaluation process that is open to any candidate who is eligible under state law for appointment to the district court; and written procedures and criteria governing its judicial evaluation process and makes copies of such procedures and criteria available upon request.] 

2. A letter of interest and résumé;
3. A copy of the completed responses to questionnaires submitted to the King County Bar Association to obtain its rating; and
4. Any supporting information the individual would like the council to consider.

Six individuals submitted applications, all of whom appear to be eligible. Current bar association ratings for the eligible candidates can be seen in Attachment 1 to this staff report. These candidates are:
· George Bianchi
· Jessica Giner
· Kevin Peck
· Rania Rampersad
· Joshua Schaer
· Mychal Schwartz

Pursuant to KCC 2.70.020.G.1.b(3) the Chair of the Committee of the Whole (COW) has determined the process by which the committee will receive recommendations for selecting final candidates to be interviewed. This will involve a subcommittee of four councilmembers selected to perform the initial candidate interviews. The subcommittee members are Councilmembers Balducci, Dembowski, Lambert, and McDermott. They will be conducting subcommittee interviews and the final candidates identified through that process will be interviewed by COW on November 18, 2019. 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Attachment 1, Current Bar Association Ratings of Northeast Division KCDC Candidates
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