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SUBJECT

An ordinance approving the City of Bellevue Water System Plan. 

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2016-0517 would approve the City of Bellevue Water System Plan, meeting the requirement for a water and sewer district to operate in King County.

BACKGROUND

The City of Bellevue municipal water system primarily serves the City as well as unincorporated land in King County contiguous with the City of Bellevue. 

Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code (KCC) requires King County approval of the Plan before it becomes effective under RCW 43.20.260 and requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water and sewer comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
reflects current supply and demand,
forecasts future supply and demand,
provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of KCC Chapter 13.24.010 and 13.28, the County’s approval also provides state regulatory agencies with the determination required under RCW 43.20.260 that the Plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and implementing development regulations. Additionally, City of Bellevue has adopted a Comprehensive Plan (City ordinance No. 6251) that includes policies ED-32 and UT-1, 7, 10, 12 and 39. 

UTRC ANALYSIS OF CITY OF BELLEVUE WATER SYSTEM PLAN

The UTRC finalized its review of the plan on July 20, 2016. The UTRC found the Plan meets the requirements of KCC chapter 13.24 and has recommended its approval. Highlights of the Plan, as reviewed by the UTRC, are outlined below.

Service Area: The service area encompasses 37 square miles within the City of Bellevue, the Cities of Clyde Hill and Medina, the Towns of Hunts Point and Yarrow Point, and small adjacent portions of the City of Issaquah, the City of Kirkland and unincorporated King County. 

Facilities: The District’s water system includes 69 separate pressure zones, 22 pump stations, 6,000 fire hydrants, 10,500 isolation valves, 25 active reservoirs, 145 active pressure reducing valves and over 600 miles of pipe.

Growth: The Plan has been prepared in conformance with Washington State Department of Health criteria, WAC 246-290-100. It forecasts anticipated water needs and provides a basis for capital improvement planning and financing for the next 20 years, based on projected growth. City of Bellevue’s service area is projected to include roughly 180,000 persons by 2040.

System Improvements: The Plan contains a six-year capital improvement program with an estimated cost of approximately $103,874,000. The funding sources for the proposed improvement projects include rates, water service fees and bond proceeds. CIP projects have been established to meet future needs for storage, supply inlet capacity and transmission capacity in City of Bellevue’s system. These projects include:

Increased reservoir storage for West Operating Area
Water Facilities for NE Spring Blvd Multi-Modal Corridor
Utility Facilities for NE 4th St Extension

The District completed a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) checklist for the Plan and, as lead agency under SEPA, issued a determination of non-significance for the approval of the Plan on January 28, 2016. There were no appeals. 

ATTACHMENTS

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Proposed Ordinance 2016-0517 (with attachment)
2. UTRC Review of the City of Bellevue Comprehensive Water Plan
3. Transmittal Letter dated October 7, 2016
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