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August 19, 2003

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

Enclosed for Council consideration and adoption is a proposed ordinance relating to the update of the King County subdivision and land use procedural code.  There are several proposed changes to the code: increase from four to nine-lot short plat; 120-day to 150-day permit issuance for Type 3 and Type 4 land use decisions, and 45 days to 90 days for SEPA exempt clearing and grading; and flexible concurrency for future lots.  The purpose of the code update is to allow for more predictable development within the King County Urban Growth Area (UGA).

The proposed ordinance increases the maximum amount of lots allowed in a short plat within the UGA from four lots to nine lots, consistent with recent state law changes.  It expedites permit processing for single family homes and promotes the growth management goal of increasing housing density in the Urban Area.  

Other proposed code change extends the Department of Development and Environmental Services (DDES) review period from 120 days to 150 days for Type 3 and 4 land use decisions (e.g. preliminary plat, zone reclassifications, urban planned development) and from 45 to 90 days for SEPA exempt clearing and grading.  This allows DDES a more reasonable and realistic review timeline for these complex decisions.  

The flexible concurrency for future lots allows a developer to submit an application to the department for more lots within the UGA than currently granted transportation concurrency certificate.  In order to file a complete application, at least 75% of the lots or units proposed must have a Certificate of Transportation Concurrency.  The certificate for the additional lots must be obtained prior to the expiration of the preliminary plat and the recording of these lots.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Stephanie Warden, Director, Department of Development and Environmental Services, at (206) 296-6700.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  David deCourcy, Chief of Staff




  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Steve Call, Director, Office of Management and Budget


Stephanie Warden, Director, Department of Development and Environmental Services

