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SUBJECT: 
Proposed Motion 2001-0585 requests the Executive to take action relating to the Peterson Lake property.
BACKGROUND:
In 1996, King County purchased a 150-acre site in southeast King County, now called the Peterson Lake Park Natural Area, through the Waterways 2000 program (see attached map).  Waterways 2000 was adopted in 1993 by the Council and the Executive to establish a system of connected habitat lands and waterways within King County for the protection of salmon and wildlife.  The county’s most critical waterways were identified and cost-effective methods for their protection were developed by the King County Open Space Citizens Oversight Committee (COC).  Over $14.8 million was appropriated from several sources
[1] to fund the program.  Over 2,000 acres have been preserved through acquisition by the county, conservation easements and tax reduction incentives through the Public Benefit Rating System.  

Peterson Creek was identified by the COC as one of the highest quality salmonid-bearing tributaries in the Cedar River Basin. The 150-acre site purchased by the county contains segments of Peterson Creek in addition to forested areas, a wetland and “Peterson Pond,” a 5.59 acre lake important for salmon rearing and maintaining water quality in downstream spawning areas.  

Pursuant to the Purchase and Sale Agreement between King County and the seller of the Peterson Lake Park Natural Area property (Agnes M. Griffin), the county agreed to the following two provisions:



1. Provision: Apply to the United States Geological Survey, Board of Geographical Names (USGS) for a change of the name of “Peterson Lake” to “Griffin Lake.”  

Status:  To change any geographic feature in the state (lakes, streams, mountains etc.) is a two-step process.  An application must first be submitted to the Washington State Board on Geographic Names.  If the state board approves the application, the proposal is forwarded to the USGS for approval. State and federal guidelines for commemorative name changes include:

· The person being commemorated must not be living;

· The person must have been deceased at least five years before the board will consider the application;

· The name should be strongly supported by local residents.

Pursuant to the purchase and sale agreement, the King County Parks Department applied to the USGS to change the name of Peterson Lake to Griffin Lake in October 1999. In a letter dated July 18, 2000, the USGS notified the state board of the application. The state board contacted the Parks Department to request additional information concerning local support for the name change and the status of the individual after which the lake would be named
[2].  According to the state board, it did not receive a response from the Parks Department.  No further action has been taken on this issue.



2. Provision: Apply to the Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) to change regulations applicable to the lake to limit fishing thereon to catch and release only.  

Status: Currently, Peterson Lake and Peterson Creek are open year-round to fishing. “Catch and release” is defined as a type of fishing where all of the fish caught are released back into the water alive. The Washington State Wildlife Commission, staffed by the DFW, has the authority to change policy pertaining to fish and wildlife in the state. Policy changes are adopted on an annual basis.  DFW advised Council staff that the appropriate process to request a policy change would be in the form of a letter from the county to the DFW.   To date, the county has not applied to DFW seeking this change; the county has not met this provision of the purchase and sale agreement. 



STRIKING AMENDMENT:

The striking amendment to Proposed Motion 2001-0585 requests the Executive to fulfill three requests as follows: 



1. Request: Fulfill the requirements of the purchase and sale agreement.

Status:  To fulfill the two requirements discussed above, the King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks should do the following: 

· Submit an application to the Washington State Board on Geographic Names to change the name of Peterson Lake to Griffin Lake honoring Walter E. Griffin; and

· Send a letter to the Department of Fish and Wildlife requesting a change in state fishing policy on Peterson Lake from year-round fishing to catch and release only.



2. Request: Begin discussions with Agnes M. Griffin to secure donations for improvements and maintenance of the property as a natural area which allows public access for passive recreation, including catch and release fishing, hiking and other compatible outdoor uses.

Status: The previous property owner, Agnes M. Griffin, has expressed interest in donating funds to make improvements at the site and establish a maintenance endowment.  The site management plan developed by the Executive in 1999 outlines management priorities for the site and would serve as the guiding document for small-scale improvements and restoration projects listed below.  Project costs total $135,263 (1999 dollars).

· Trail reconfiguration and revegetation

· Safety signage

· Trash receptacles 

· Floating platforms and boardwalks as feasible

· Interpretive signage/kiosk at the lake

· Restoration of Peterson Creek and native planting in riparian areas

· Access improvements

3. Request: Transmit an ordinance, at an appropriate time, to the Council to change the name of Peterson Lake Park Natural Area to Walter E. Griffin Park Natural Area.


Status: The current name of the site is the Peterson Lake Park Natural Area. Currently, the county code does not contain a process for naming or changing the name of county parks or facilities. Since 1992, the Parks Department has operated under an internal policy on memorials, commemorative works and naming of parks.  In 2001, the Executive transmitted a proviso response entitled Funding Options for Maintenance and Operations of King County Parks and Recreation Facilities which identified “corporate sponsorship – naming rights” as an option to generate revenue to support parks and recreation programs.  Last fall, the Executive indicated interest in developing a county-wide policy to sell naming rights to appropriate county buildings, facilities and facilities in county parks.  The Executive has further indicated that this effort is continuing as part of the 2003 budget process. 

ATTENDING:
Connie Blumen, Natural Resources Program Coordinator, Department of Natural Resources and Parks

Maura Brueger, Council Relations Director, King County Executive Office

Craig Larsen, Parks Division Manager, Department of Natural Resources and Parks

ATTACHMENTS:
A. Striking Amendment to Proposed Motion 2001-0585 

B. Title Amendment to Proposed Motion 2001-0585

C. Proposed Motion 2001-0585 

D. Map



�[1] 1989 Open Space Bond funds, Conservation Futures Tax (CFT), Real Estate Excise Tax (REET) and Current Expense funds.


�[2] The application incorrectly indicated the name of Agnes Griffin who is still living. The application should have indicated the name of Walter E. Griffin who has been deceased for more than five years.





