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	Proposed No.:
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COMMITTEE ACTION

	
Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2022-0379.2 to raise the Noxious Weed Control Program assessment, passed out of committee on November 8, 2022, with a “Do Pass” recommendation. The Ordinance was amended in committee with Striking Amendment S1 and Title Amendment T1 to correct an incorrect code reference in the noxious weed control fund in K.C.C. 4A.200.640.




SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2022-0379 would raise the Noxious Weed Control Program assessment as prescribed in King County Code (K.C.C.) 4A.670.200.

SUMMARY

The Noxious Weed Control program, through the King County Noxious Weed Control Board, is a County program aimed at eradicating, controlling, and preventing the spread of noxious weeds countywide. The Noxious Weed Control Program provides services for public outreach and education, property owner assistance and identification, field surveying of sites, and weed control and eradication. 

Proposed Ordinance 2022-0379 would increase the Noxious Weed Control Program assessment per parcel and per acre. The Executive's 2023-2024 proposed budget estimates $1.4 million in new revenue annually resulting from the assessment increase.

BACKGROUND 

Noxious Weeds. Noxious weeds are plant species that are highly destructive, competitive, or difficult to control. Noxious weeds are regulated under Chapter 17.10 RCW and Chapter 16-175 WAC to reduce economic loss and adverse impact to agricultural, natural, and human resources resulting from noxious weeds. 

Each year, the King County Noxious Weed Control Board adopts a Noxious Weed List[footnoteRef:1] consistent with the list established by Washington State. Noxious weeds are categorized in 3 regulated classes and one non-regulated category. Under RCW 17.10.090, the County is required to regulate all Class A weeds, regionally designated Class B weeds, and any other Class B or Class C weeds selected by the King County Noxious Weed Control Board.  [1:  The 2022 Noxious Weed List is available at https://your.kingcounty.gov/dnrp/library/water-and-land/weeds/weedlists/1page_2022-official-weed-list.pdf ] 


Noxious Weed Control Program. The Noxious Weed Control Program, established in 1995, focuses both on prevention through education and technical assistance as well as field surveying and working with landowners to achieve weed control. The Noxious Weed Control Program provides the following services to residents: 

· Plant identification
· Direct assistance and cost share for priority noxious weeds
· Informational publications and reports
· Workshops, meetings, and educational sessions
· Information on the best methods for control or eradication
· Facilitating weed management efforts by working with volunteer and landowner groups
· Annual surveys on roads and other areas of the county for early detection of noxious weeds

As of 2021, 12,979 regulated noxious weed infestations were surveyed and 11,739 were controlled.  Approximately 56 percent of infestations occurred on private property, 16 percent on county property, 20 percent on city, port and special district property, and 8 percent on state/federal/tribal lands. King County agencies are responsible for controlling noxious weeds on 40,000 acres of King County-owned property, 390 linear miles of trails, and 1,500 linear miles of right-of-way. 

Noxious Weed Tax Assessment and Comparison. The Noxious Weed Control Program is funded through an assessment of all properties in King County. The County imposes two rates: a rate for all properties except forest land and a rate for forest land.[footnoteRef:2] The assessment is calculated based on base rate plus an acreage rate. Table 1 identifies the assessment increase from 1996 to present.  [2:  Forest land is defined in RCW 84.33.035 as "any parcel of land that is five or more acres or multiple parcels of land that are contiguous and total five or more acres that is or are devoted primarily to growing and harvesting timber." Forest land is charged at 1/10th of the rate consistent with RCW 17.10.240 due to a dense canopy cover that typically inhibits the growth of noxious weeds, thus requiring less control on these properties.] 


Table 1. Historic Noxious Weed Assessment Increases Between 1996 and Present

	Year
	All Properties, 
Except Forest Land
	Forest Land

	1996
	$0
	$0

	1998
	$0.85 + $0.09 per acre
	$0.085 + $0.009 per acre

	2002
	$1.50 + $0.09 per acre
	$0.15 + $0.009 per acre

	2008
	$2.10 + $0.15 per acre
	$0.21 + $0.015 per acre

	2015
	$3.171 + $0.2265 per acre
	$0.317 + $0.02265 per acre

	2019
	$5.32 + $0.380 per acre
	$0.532 + $0.0380 per acre

	2023 (proposed)
	$6.20 + $0.4429 per acre
	$0.620 + $0.0443 per acre



A rate comparison survey across Washington state was completed by the Executive found the average base rate for all properties except forest land was $6.68. King County's current 2022 rate is $5.32. Table 2 identifies the noxious weed assessments across counties.

Table 2. Current Noxious Weed Control Program Assessment 
County Comparison

	Jurisdiction
	Fee
	Jurisdiction
	Fee
	Jurisdiction
	Fee

	Pierce
	$1.79 
	Benton
	$5.00
	Franklin
	$8.00 

	Spokane
	$1.80 
	King
	$5.32 
	Okanogan
	$9.74 

	Kitsap
	$2.00 
	Klickitat
	$6.00
	Lincoln 
	$9.90 

	Columbia
	$3.00 
	San Juan
	$6.25 
	Ferry 
	$12.00 

	Jefferson
	$4.00 
	Asotin
	$6.40 
	Grant
	$14.00 

	Thurston
	$4.40
	Chelan
	$6.75 
	Kittitas
	$15.40 

	Cowlitz 
	$4.82
	Yakima
	$7.10 
	AVERAGE
	$6.68

	Stevens
	$5.00 
	Adams
	$7.50 
	
	



ANALYSIS

Noxious Weed Control Program Assessment Process. Under RCW 17.10.240, the County Noxious Weed Control Board is required submit a budget to the County Council for the operating costs of the noxious weed program for the ensuing fiscal year. On January 26, 2022, the Noxious Weed Control Board passed a motion recommending approval of a fee increase sufficient to stabilize the program fund balance, anticipate inflationary costs over the next five years and consider new initiatives to enhance the implementation of the Clean Water Healthy Habitat Initiative. No specific assessment increase amount was proposed by the Noxious Weed Control Board. The Noxious Weed Control Board Chair transmitted a letter to the Executive on February 4, 2022 summarizing the board's recommendation for an increase (Attachment 5). 

Proposed Ordinance 2022-0379. Proposed Ordinance 2022-0379 is anticipated to generate an additional $1.4 million in revenues. The program's total assessment revenues, which includes the rate increase along with a technical revenue adjustment, would to be $9.84 million. 

The Executive has proposed to maintain services and staffing for the Noxious Weed Control Program. The proposed rate increase is intended to cover the cost of continued services and staffing. The program has experienced additional costs since the 2019 assessment increase related to market-rate wage adjustments and overall inflation. No expansion or new initiatives are proposed for the program.

Proposed Ordinance 2022-0379 would increase the noxious weed control program assessment by 16.5 percent. For all properties (except forest lands), the base rate would increase by $0.88 plus $0.0629 per acre. Table 3 identifies the existing and proposed rates for property within King County.

Table 3. 2019-2022 Noxious Weed Assessment
 and 2023-2024 Proposed Noxious Weed Assessment

	Parcel Type
	2019-2022
Rate
	2023-2024 Proposed Rate
	Percent Change

	
	
	
	

	All properties, except forest land
	$5.32 + $0.38 per acre
	$6.20 + $0.4429 per acre
	16.5%

	Forest land
	$0.532 + $0.038 per acre
	$0.620 + $0.0443 per acre
	16.5%



The Executive's proposed 2023-2024 budget identifies $11,035,000 in expenditures for the 2023-2024 biennium. If Proposed Ordinance 2022-0379 is approved, the anticipated revenues for the Noxious Weed Control Program would be $10,075,000 for the biennium and would not fully cover the expenditures for the program. The proposed budget draws down existing fund balance to cover this difference and maintains a reserve fund.

AMENDMENT

Striking Amendment S1 would clarify the findings and add K.C.C. 4A.200.640 to correct an outdated code reference for the noxious weed control fund.

Title Amendment T1 would conform the title to changes made by Striking Amendment S1.
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