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February 11, 2002

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

Enclosed for King County Council consideration is a motion approving guidelines for the King County Landmark Rehabilitation Program, a component of the Office of Cultural Resources’ Special Projects Program, authorized by Ordinance 10189.  

King County has periodically provided support to property owners to assist in the stabilization and rehabilitation of landmark buildings.  Beginning with Community Development Block grants in the mid-80s and continuing with two Councilmanic bonds in the 1990s, King County funding has helped to leverage millions of dollars in private funds to save endangered landmarks.  The Landmarks and Heritage Commission seeks to formalize a funding support program for landmark stabilization as part of the 2002 Special Projects Program, funded by hotel-motel tax revenues.  The Commission is concerned by the growing number of threatened and endangered landmark properties and believes that an annual funding program will provide a much-needed incentive to property owners to preserve their buildings.  

This year we celebrate King County’s 150th anniversary.  In a rapidly changing world, we find solace in the places that embody our civic and cultural roots.  I hope you will join me in supporting this motion to preserve our past.  If you need additional information, please contact Jim Kelly, Manager of the Office of Cultural Resources, at (206) 296-8671.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:
Ellen Petre, Interim Chief of Staff





Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director





Monica Clarke, Council Staff





Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Steve Call, Director, Office of Budget


John deChadenedes, Budget Analyst


Jim Kelly, Manager, Office of Cultural Resources

