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SUBJECT:
A briefing on the Executive Proposed 2004 King County Comprehensive Plan Update, focusing on changes that would impact the urban unincorporated area.
Background:  

The King County Code (KCC 20.18.060) requires a major review of the King County Comprehensive Plan every four years.  The 2004 update is the culmination of a year-long process that began with the transmittal of a scoping motion to the Council establishing a foundation for the proposed changes.  Scoping Motion 11697 was adopted by the Council on April 28, 2003.  
In accordance with RCW 36.70A.130, the amendment to the comprehensive plan is required to be adopted by December 1, 2004.

SUMMARY:
Urban Areas
Based upon the results of the King County Benchmarks and Buildable Lands Reports, as well as the Growth Management Planning Council’s endorsement of the sufficiency of the current Urban Growth Area, the Executive is not proposing major changes to the current land use strategy for the urban unincorporated area.  Rather, the Executive’s focus is on new and amended policies that will promote healthy, compact urban communities that will provide a wider array of housing choices for unincorporated area residents, to help meet growth targets and provide affordable housing options within the UGA.  Under the Executive’s proposal, this vision would be realized by implementing the following policy changes:
Housing Policies
Affordable Urban Infill:
· Adds language in support of affordable housing types, including cottage housing, accessory dwelling units, condominiums and townhouses (U-404, U-404a, U-410);

· Sets policy basis for allowing up to 200% density bonus for cottage housing, while requiring compatibility with single-family neighborhoods (U-448c);

· Calls for development standards that promote lower-cost urban infill while retaining existing housing, such as: flexible building envelope, access and infrastructure standards (U-434a); and

· Adds language in support of five-story wood frame construction, to increase the availability of multifamily housing while lowering development costs (U-448b).

Housing Policies, Continued

Transit-Oriented Development:

· Adds a new policy stating that King County should support transit-oriented development when it can be shown that the public benefit is equal to or greater than the cost. (U-448a)

Special Needs and Low-Income Housing
· Amends several existing policies that contain strategies for addressing low- and moderate-income housing needs to include households with special needs, including the elderly and persons with disabilities;

· Adds two new policies that directly address the needs of the elderly and people with special needs in finding and maintaining appropriate housing.
Impact Fee Exemptions for Affordable Housing

· Reduces the level of affordability at which King County will exempt affordable housing developments from impact fees from 80% to 50% of median income, and eliminates the imperative for doing so by switching from the directive “shall” to the non-compulsory “should” (U-419);

· Adds new language stating that impact fee waivers may be granted to home ownership housing that serves households with incomes at or below 80% of median income (U-419).
Growth Targets
· Updates and extends growth targets through 2022, consistent with Growth Management Planning Council action in 2002 (U-110, U-112, U-455)

Economic Development
· Adds language in support of workforce recruitment, training and retention assistance (U-310);

· Adds language in support of services that enable unemployed, underemployed and dislocated workers to obtain employment at a wage that enables them to be self-sufficient (U-317); and

· Adds language in support of apprenticeship and training in the building trades as part of its affordable housing programs (U-427a).

Potential Annexation Areas
· Adds new text explaining the difficulty the County is experiencing in providing services to the urban unincorporated area (limited tax base, geographic isolation, competing regional service needs) and the public policy interests for supporting annexation of these areas to cities (Growth Management Act/Countywide Planning Policy direction, the County’s limited taxing authority, etc.)

· Adds policy direction to guide the County in supporting annexations when: the annexation is depicted in a city’s comprehensive land use plan and is claimed solely by that city; or when a resolution has been reached between two or more cities on a contested area (U-203);

· Adds policy direction to guide the County in supporting incorporations when: there is overwhelming citizen support; the proposed city is financially feasible; the area is not within the Potential Annexation Area of another city; and the delivery of urban services is immediately needed to address infrastructure needs (U-204);

· Amends a policy requiring King County to work with cities on pre-annexation agreements to include: an assessment of the feasibility of reverse contracting with the city to provide local services prior to annexation, and transferring surface water or other county-owned facilities and properties, and sheriff employees, concomitantly with annexation (U-205);

· Amends an existing policy that addresses level of service standards by acknowledging that King County and the cities provide different levels of service and have different levels of capital investment, and states that the County may elect via a pre-annexation agreement to contribute toward the cost of capital improvements and services within a Potential Annexation Area (U-206);

· Adds a new policy stating that King County will not support annexations when: illogical service areas or urban islands would result; the annexation targets commercial areas and excludes proximate residential areas that should logically be included (U-207);

· Adds a new policy stating that King County shall actively pursue annexation of the remaining urban unincorporated area (U-208).
ATTACHMENTS:
1.   Proposed Housing policies
2. Proposed Growth Targets policies

3. Proposed Economic Development policies
4. Proposed Potential Annexation Area Policies
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