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COMMITTEE ACTION
On June 27, 2011 the Committee passed out Proposed Ordinance 2012-0221, as amended, with a "do pass" recommendation, subject to signature. The amendment made a change to the underlying ILA to clarify that the County is authorized to “monitor” conditions of approval for the permits the County processes pursuant to the ILA. The City of Sammamish agreed to this change.
SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2012-0221 authorizes the execution of an Interlocal Agreement (“ILA”) with the City of Sammamish (“City”) to allow the King County Department of Development and Environmental Services (“DDES”) to administer development permits and activities associated with two land development projects within the jurisdiction of the city of Sammamish. 
SUMMARY

The proposed ILA would authorize DDES to process the development permits that are required for two projects: the East Lake Sammamish Trail and the inspections for a clearing and grading project on private property. Both of these projects fall within the City’s jurisdiction. This ILA would continue a collaborative relationship between DDES and the City that was formalized through previous ILAs in 1999 and 2004.
BACKGROUND

The City of Sammamish incorporated in 1999. Since its incorporation, the City has contracted with King County for a number of services, including criminal justice, surface water management and drainage, and some development permitting.

This particular ILA would continue an agreement first reached in August 1999 and continued in October 2004, through which DDES reviews all vested building permit and land use applications that involve property located within the City that were filed with DDES before the City’s incorporation or annexation. The number of these permits have decreased over time and now only two remain. Under the terms of the agreement DDES and the City would coordinate development review and decision-making: 
· Building-related permits. DDES will review building permits, mechanical permits, fire systems/fire sprinkler permits, and grading and clearing permits) and determine whether to approve, condition, or deny the applications. DDES will also conduct inspections, issue extensions, and issue ancillary permits for larger projects that are already underway. If there are appeals or if an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is required for a project, the City will make the final decision. (Proposed ILA §1.2)
· Land use applications that do not require a public hearing. DDES will process land use applications and make a recommendation to the City. The City will issue the final decision. (Proposed ILA §1.3)
· Land use applications that require quasi-judicial or legislative approval. DDES will process quasi-judicial land use applications, including subdivisions and rezones, and will make a recommendation to the City. The City will make the final decision, and will coordinate any needed public hearings. (Proposed ILA §1.4)
· Subdivisions and short subdivisions. For projects that were granted preliminary approval prior to incorporation or annexation, DDES will continue to coordinate the review and will make a recommendation to the City at each stage of the process. The City may choose to take on the review itself at any stage. (Proposed ILA §1.5)
· SEPA compliance. The City will serve as lead agency for all State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) applications, will hear all SEPA threshold determinations, will take final action on SEPA applications, and will determine, when an EIS is prepared, whether to condition or deny an application on SEPA grounds. DDES will process applications and will provide technical and administrative SEPA assistance to the City if requested. (Proposed ILA §2) 
· Enforcement. DDES will monitor conditions of permits it processed. However, the City alone will be able to initiate court enforcement actions, and the City will be responsible for code enforcement following the date of incorporation or annexation. (Proposed ILA §3, as amended)
To coordinate the work, DDES will send the City a list of all pending building and land use permit applications, as well as any pending enforcement cases. The City will have the ability to take over review of any permit. (Proposed ILA §1.6, 3.2)
Under the terms of the agreement, DDES will agree to use its normal procedures and level of service for applications within the City. In return, DDES will be able to collect application fees as authorized by the County’s fee ordinance. (For applications DDES transfers to the City, it will also transfer a prorated amount of the fee.) The City will pay the hourly rate set by KCC Title 27 for DDES review services not covered by application fees. (Proposed ILA §4, 5) 

The ILA will be effective for 36 months. It specifically references two pending permits that DDES will process:

· The County’s East Lake Sammamish Trail permits; and

· Inspection of Gill clearing and grading permits. (Proposed ILA §6, 7)
AMENDMENT

Legal Counsel has recommended a clarification to the section of the ILA on permit conditions and code enforcement to clarify that the County is authorized to “monitor” conditions of approval for the permits the County processes pursuant to the ILA. The City does not object to this change. While there are other clerical corrections that could be made to the ILA, it has already been signed by the City; therefore an amendment to the ILA has been prepared to address only this substantive issue. In the amendment to the proposed ordinance, the Executive would be authorized to execute the ILA only after the City has executed the ILA amendment attached as Attachment A to Amendment 1.   
ANALYSIS
This ILA continues an existing arrangement between DDES and the City, which was defined by ILAs in 1999 and 2004. It will allow DDES staff, who are familiar with the pending permit applications, to continue their work, support City staff, and ensure that the permits are reviewed efficiently and cost effectively.  Together with the amendment, approving this proposed ordinance would be a reasonable business decision. 
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