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Metropolitan King County Council
Local Services and Land Use Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	5
	Name:
	Sam Porter

	Proposed No.:
	[bookmark: _Hlk104282314]2022-0208
	Date:
	July 26, 2022



SUBJECT

Appointing Anton Zgraggen to position #2 on the King County Drainage District No. 2 board of commissioners. 

SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2022-0208 would appoint Anton Zgraggen to serve on the Board of Commissioners for King County Drainage District No. 2 until the next general election for drainage districts is held in accordance with the election provisions of chapter 85.38 RCW.

King County Drainage District No. 2 serves property in South King County and is generally bounded by the Green River, Orillia Road and 42nd Avenue South, the Tukwila 205-Cutoff Levee to Southcenter Parkway at river mile 16.7 and just north of Veteran’s Drive in Kent. 

BACKGROUND 

Provisions for special purpose drainage districts first appeared in Washington State law in 1895. State law allows drainage districts to be established by five or more landowners in any portion of a county requiring drainage.[footnoteRef:1] These districts are governed by three member boards of commissioners responsible for drainage district activities[footnoteRef:2] intended to decrease the probability of flooding. Projects performed by drainage districts include drainage, storm and surface water control through the acquisition and maintenance of drains, ditches, canals, nonsanitary sewers, pumps and other works. Drainage districts may impose special assessments on real property within the district that benefit from the district's operations and facilities.[footnoteRef:3]  [1:  RCW 85.06.010]  [2:  RCW 85.06.080]  [3:  RCW 85.38.150] 


Drainage districts are independent governments with oversight conducted by the Washington State Auditor. The most recent audit was performed by the State Auditor in 2014 and determined that, “the District’s internal controls were adequate to safeguard public assets,” that the District complied with state law and its own policies.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Washington State Auditor’s Office Accountability Auditor Report, King County Drainage District No. 2, Report Date July 1, 2014, Report No. 1012220 https://portal.sao.wa.gov/ReportSearch/Home/ViewReportFile?isFinding=false&arn=1012220 ] 


In the event of vacancies, the county legislative authority is authorized under state law to appoint replacements to serve until "a person is elected, at the next special district general election occurring sixty or more days after the vacancy has occurred, to serve the remainder of the unexpired term."[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  RCW 85.38.070(5)] 


Commissioners must be qualified voters of the special district. Under state law, a qualified voter is defined as a person who is a voter under general state election laws and own land located in the special district.[footnoteRef:6] Commissioners are historically not compensated for their work, though state law allows for nominal compensation on a per diem basis. Additionally, state law requires Commissioners post a bond, payable to the special district, that meets the requirements of RCW 85.38.080. PM 2022-0208 sets this bond at $1,000. [6:  RCW 85.38.010(3)] 


ANALYSIS

Anton Zgraggen has agreed to serve on the board of commissioners of King County Drainage District No. 2 and is a qualified voter for the District under state law.  According to his application materials, Mr. Zgraggen’s family has a history of serving Drainage District No. 2 and he has a degree from the University of Puget Sound in Accounting. 

This is the only current vacancy among the board of commissioners for the District. According to Department of Elections staff, Mr. Zgraggen would serve in this position until the next general election for drainage districts is held on February 6, 2024 in accordance with the election provisions of chapter 85.38 RCW.

INVITEES

· Anton Zgraggen, candidate for Position #2 (appearing via Zoom)

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2022-0208 (and its attachments)
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