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October 25, 2004

The Honorable Larry Phillips

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

This letter transmits an ordinance to the King County Council proposing amendments to King County Code 20.36.  This ordinance amends the Public Benefit Rating System (PBRS), adding new resource categories and changing eligibility standards.  The proposed amendments improve clarity and program efficiency.  The two new open space resource categories, rural stewardship and watershed protection, support the implementation of the proposed Critical Areas Ordinance (CAO).

As created in 1992, PBRS was meant to provide an incentive, in the form of property tax reductions, for the voluntary protection of open space resources.  It was established by Ordinance 10511 and implemented according to KCC 20.36.  In addition to the CAO-related changes being proposed, all of the program’s enabling ordinance language is being rewritten so that it is more easily understood and implemented.

In response to concerns that the County is neither compensating nor offering a benefit to property owners in exchange for the imposition of these regulations, two new CAO-related categories are being proposed that will reduce property taxes.  Under the proposal, rural property owners with a minimum of two acres that complete a stewardship plan and/or exceed land use set aside requirements would be eligible for Council approval and subsequent enrollment in the PBRS program.  At a minimum, these property owners would receive a fifty percent and up to a ninety percent reduction in property taxes.
There is no fiscal impact to the operating or capital improvement funds in the Water and Land Resources Division in 2004 as a result of this legislation.

If you have any questions about King County’s PBRS program, please feel free to contact Ted Sullivan, Program Coordinator in the Water and Land Resources Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks Division, at (206) 205-5170.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Scott White, Chief of Staff




  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director



  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

Steve Call, Director, Office of Management and Budget (OMB)

Debora Gay, Deputy Director, OMB

John Amos, Budget Supervisor, OMB

Lisa Youngren, Budget Analyst, OMB


Pam Bissonnette, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)

Daryl Grigsby, Division Director, Water and Land Resources Division (WLRD), DNRP


Jerry Balcom, Manager, Office of Rural and Resource Programs (ORRP), WLRD, DNRP
Ted Sullivan, PBRS Coordinator, ORRP, WLRD, DNRP
