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SUBJECT

AN ORDINANCE relating to property management by the King County sheriff's office; and amending Ordinance 10767, Sections 1 through 5, as amended, and K.C.C. 2.16.062.
SUMMARY

The Property Management Unit of the King County Sheriff’s Office (KCSO) manages the County’s evidence storage at a facility in downtown Seattle. The storage facility is filled to capacity. Drugs and firearms require their own secured section in the facility and are also at capacity. 
King County Code 2.16.062 requires the Sheriff to inventory firearms that have been forfeited or are no longer needed for evidence. The code requires the Sheriff to destroy inventoried firearms with certain exceptions, including that the Sheriff must trade, auction, or arrange for the auction of rifles and shotguns (“long guns”). Proposed Ordinance 2014-0384 would make the trade or auction of rifles and shotguns discretionary. The effect of Proposed Ordinance 2014-0384 if passed would be to allow the Sheriff to destroy long guns. 
BACKGROUND
The KCSO facility stores firearms for various reasons, such as judicial forfeiture, forfeiture due to being unclaimed, or found and turned in. Firearms are kept in a locked section that is separate from other evidence. Lack of storage space has resulted in the need to store firearms in another locked section of the facility as well. There are about 5,000 firearms under the control of the Property Management Unit. Over a third of them, or about 1,900, are long guns. 

Some firearms need to be kept for evidentiary purposes or because they are in a waiting period awaiting a legal owner to claim them. County code provides for the disposition of firearms that are no longer needed. Under K.C.C. 2.16.062.B., the Sheriff is required to destroy those firearms with certain exceptions:
1. The sheriff may retain legally forfeited firearms solely for agency use. 

2. The sheriff shall trade, auction, or arrange for the auction of rifles and shotguns. 

3. Antique firearms are exempt from destruction and shall be disposed of by auction or trade to commercial sellers. 

4. Surplus weapons and weapons of potential value may be offered as trade-in to law enforcement equipment dealers for the sole purpose of acquiring new handguns for duty use by commissioned members of the department of public safety or department of adult detention. If not offered as trade-in, they shall be destroyed.
ANALYSIS

For a number of years, the King County Sheriff’s Office has indicated that its evidence storage facility is filled to capacity.
 KCSO accommodates new incoming property and evidence by maximizing current use of space and expeditiously clearing out evidence that is no longer needed. Firearms and drugs are stored in a dedicated secured space, so KCSO has limited storage options for these items. 
Proposed Ordinance 2014-0384 would change the county code to state that the Sheriff “may” trade, auction, or arrange for the auction of rifles and shotguns (instead of “shall”). The change would give the Sheriff the option to destroy long guns. KCSO estimates that with this change, approximately 800 long guns would be eligible for disposal (42 percent of long guns), and an estimated 950 long guns (50 percent of long guns) could be destroyed within the year.  These numbers represent about 17 percent of the total inventory of firearms at the KCSO facility.

With certain exceptions, Revised Code of Washington 9.41.098(2)(a) allows firearms that have been judicially forfeited and are no longer needed for evidence, or forfeited due to failure to reclaim the firearm, to be disposed of “in any manner determined by the local legislative authority.” County code requires the destruction of most guns. According to a survey conducted by the Sheriff’s Office, destroying long guns is done in many jurisdictions, so adding long guns to the list of firearms that can be destroyed appears to be consistent with common practice for dealing with firearms. 
There are no measurable costs or revenues associated with the destruction of firearms. There are a limited number of disposal operations that work with law enforcement for the disposal of guns. It is common across jurisdictions that law enforcement is not charged for the disposal of firearms at these facilities, but neither do they receive revenue for the materials. 

PO 2014-0384 has received legal review by the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office. No issues were identified. PO 2014-0384 has also been reviewed by the Clerk’s Office. In addition to the proposed substantive change, the proposed ordinance contains technical edits that are consistent with current code drafting guidelines, including fixing punctuation and removing unnecessary language.  

INVITED:
· Sheriff Urquhart, King County Sheriff’s Office
· Chris Barringer, Chief of Staff, King County Sheriff’s Office
· Detective Tobin Corlis, Gun Compliance Unit, King County Sheriff’s Office
ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2014-0384
� See, e.g., August 2010 KCSO Strategic Business Plan, 2011 Budget Update, “KCSO has filled its current storage facility to capacity.”
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