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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Items:
	5
	Name:
	Clifton Curry

	Proposed No.:
	2019-0371
	Date:
	October 21, 2019



SUBJECT

A MOTION confirming the appointment of John Diaz as the director of the Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention.

BACKGROUND

The King County Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention (DAJD) operates one of the largest detention systems in the Pacific Northwest.  The adult system is responsible for over 35,000 bookings a year and is housing an average of 1,996 pre- and post-adjudicated felons and misdemeanants every day.  Average length-of-stay is currently just over 24 days.[footnoteRef:1]  The department operates two adult detention facilities the King County Correctional Facility (KCCF) in Seattle and the Maleng Regional Justice Center (MRJC) in Kent.   [1:  King County Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention, Detention and Alternatives Report, September 2019.] 


King County is required to jail all felons arrested in the county and presented for booking into jail.  In addition, the county houses “county” misdemeanants, criminal offenders who are either arrested in the unincorporated parts of the county or have committed offenses that are adjudicated by the King County District Court (“state cases”).  While the county is not required to house city misdemeanants or state “holds” (individuals under state Department of Corrections’ supervision who are in violation of community supervision orders) it does so under contract.  The cities and the state pay King County for the booking and daily costs of housing inmates for which they are responsible.  In addition, cities and the state pay the costs of housing inmates who are mentally or physically ill.  The department’s Court Detail provides security for inmates being transferred from the jail to court hearings, inmates transported to local healthcare facilities, and movements of inmates between the two DAJD jail facilities.
In 2002,[footnoteRef:2] the Council adopted as County policy that its secure detention facilities would only be used to house offenders that present a public safety risk. As a result, the County has developed alternatives to secure detention, provides treatment resources to offenders, and provides other community services to offenders to reduce recidivism.  Alternatives to secure detention and treatment programs for adults are administered through the department’s Community Corrections Division that manages approximately 6,000 offenders annually.  The division also provides services to the courts to support judicial placement decisions for both pre-trial and sentenced inmates. [2:  Adult Justice Operational Master Plan, Ordinance 14430, adopted July 22, 2002.] 


The King County Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention’s Juvenile Division has operated the County’s juvenile detention programs since 2002.  Under state law, King County is required to operate a detention facility for juvenile offenders.  While detained, youth receive a medical assessment to determine if the youth is in crisis or needs immediate medical or mental health intervention. The youth also receive an assessment to determine the appropriate placement in detention and any special issues that may need to be addressed.  Juveniles detained in King County are housed at the Youth Services Center in Seattle, which has an average daily population (ADP) of 44 youth, of which 34 were detained on juvenile matters and 10 were held pending adjudication in adult court.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Detention and Alternatives Report, Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention, September 2019.] 


The department’s 2019-20 biennial budget is just over $323 million with over 900 FTEs.

APPOINTEE INFORMATION

the Executive has requested confirmation of John Diaz as director of the Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention.   Mr. Diaz began his law enforcement career in the U.S. Army as a Military Police Investigator.  After his military service, Mr. Diaz had a further 30 years of law enforcement experience with the City of Seattle Police Department.  He began his career as a patrol officer in 1980, eventually rising in the organization to serve as the Chief of Police from 2010 through 2013.  Prior to his appointment as Chief of Police, Mr. Diaz was Deputy Chief of Operations.  In that role, he oversaw administration of the department including management of 1,900 employees and a $250 million budget.  
Since April of this year, Mr. Diaz has been the Interim Director of the department.  According to materials provided by the Executive, during his time as Interim Director, Mr. Diaz has focused on:

1. Reducing the use of restrictive housing for all detention populations and implementing new policy and procedures;
2. Supporting the Road Map to Zero Youth Detention and continued transition of the Juvenile Division programming towards a public health/restorative justice approach;
3. Overseeing the transition from the Youth Services Center to occupancy of the new Children and Family Justice Center;
4. Advising the County’s leadership team on criminal justice matters; and,
5. Ensuring the department improves compliance with important social justice initiatives including restrictions on sharing information with Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE).


ANALYSIS

In accordance with K.C.C. 2.16.110, the Executive has requested confirmation of John Diaz as the Director of the Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention. Staff has not identified any issues with the proposed appointment. It appears to be consistent with the requirements of County Code for the appointment and confirmation of exempt officials.

INVITED 

· John Diaz, Director Designee, Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention
· Casey Sixkiller, Assistant County Executive

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2019-0371 (and its attachments)
2. Transmittal Letter
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Questionnaire 
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