DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ROAD SERVICES DIVISION 
COUNTY ROAD ENGINEER REPORT ON VACATION PETITION V-2703

March 6, 2017
Petition to Vacate:  A portion of 13th Avenue SW and 14th Avenue SW
Vacation file:  V-2703
Petitioner:  King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks, Parks and Recreation Division
Recommendation:  The County Road engineer has determined and does recommend that the subject right of way should be vacated.  
Petitioner, King County DNRP, Parks and Recreation Division (Parks) submitted a petition for the vacation of a portion of 13th Avenue SW and 14th Avenue SW lying south of  SW 102nd Street and North of SW 104th Street in the White Center area of King County. The subject right-of-way is unopened unimproved right-of-way lying within King County Steve Cox Memorial Park. See site map attached as Exhibit A.  
King County acquired the right-of-way though plat dedication with the recording of the Plat State Addition to the City of Seattle Number 5, recorded in volume 17 of plats, page 79, records of King County, Washington.  
Pursuant to King County Code section 14.40.0104 B, the following report is submitted.
KCC 14.40.0104 B. - The petition has been reviewed and determined to be valid.  
B.1 - The right-of-way proposed to be vacated has been examined and it is recommended that it should be vacated and abandoned. 
B.2 - The right-of-way proposed to be vacated has been examined and it has been determined that the subject right-of-way is not in use as a road and has not been in use as a road.  
B.3 - The subject right-of-way is being used by Parks as a part of Steve Cox Memorial Park. Currently, the right-of-way supports ball fields, parking area, portions of buildings and plantings within the park.  
B.4 - The subject right-of-way is not needed as part of the County transportation system of the future and it is not advisable to preserve any portion of the right-of-way for future transportation use.   
B.5 - The public will benefit from the vacation of the right-of-way. Vacation will allow the right-of-way to be fully and completely incorporated into the Steve Cox Memorial Park. Upon vacation and full incorporation into the park, the Department of Transportation Road Services Division will no longer be responsible for any maintenance, upkeep, improvement or liability associated with this right-of-way. Parks is currently occupying, maintaining and utilizing the right-of-way as a part of Steve Cox Memorial Park. Vacation of this right-of-way would fully transfer to Parks the custodianship and responsibility for the property and its care.  
B.6 - The property surrounding the subject right-of-way is currently a King County park. As such, it is not assessed by the County Assessor’s office. The park property is zoned CB for Community Business. Other properties in the general area with similar zoning are improved with retail, fast food and medical service businesses and have average assessed land value of $22.71 per square foot. However, the use of improved properties with the CB zoning in and around Steve Cox Memorial Park is not directly comparable. There is no reason to expect that King County will stop use of the park property as a park. Therefore, the comparison of values is not considered applicable.  
Given the intended full incorporation of the right-of-way into King County Steve Cox Memorial Park, and the public benefit associated with the continued maintenance and utilization of the right-of-way as part of the park, it is recommended that the right-of-way be vacated for no compensation.
In reaching this recommendation, the following factors have been considered:  through vacation and incorporation of the right-of-way into the park, the public benefits from its continued access and use of the right-of-way; upon vacation King County Department of Transportation Road Services Division is relieved of the obligation and liability associated with maintenance, improvement, enforcement, monitoring and management of the right-of-way; and that the highest and best use of this right-of-way is as a fully integrated part of the park.   
Roads is at risk of a liability claim for every open and unopened right-of-way. Vacation of this right-of-way reduces Roads exposure to a liability claim. King County Office of Risk Management Services reports that as of March 2017 it had closed 428 claims on behalf of Roads for the five year period of January 1, 2012, through December 31, 2016. Of the 428 claims closed, 152 (64%) were closed with payments. In 2016, the Office of Risk Management Services paid $3,022,232 to resolve 21 claims on behalf of Roads. Roads seeks to reduce potential liability and benefit the citizens of King County through the vacation of this right-of-way and full and complete incorporation of the subject property into the Steve Cox Memorial Park.  
B.7 - The subject right-of-way does not serve as access to abutting property.  
B.8 - No utilities have been identified within the subject right-of-way and no access or utility easements are required or requested in conjunction with this vacation.  
B.9 - No fees have been charged nor costs incurred for this vacation beyond the $100 filing fee. 
B.10 - The subject right-of-way does not abut a body of salt or fresh water.  
B.11 - The subject right-of-way is abutted only by property owned by Parks.  
B.12 – Under KCC 14.40.0106, discretion was exercised and petitioner is not charged any fees or costs in association with this Petition beyond the filing fee. As no additional fees were assessed under 14.40.0106 B, there are no costs to be waived under 14.40.0106C and no costs incurred to list.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, the subject right-of-way is useless to the County transportation system and petition V-2703 to vacate a portion of 13th Avenue SW and 14th Avenue SW lying south of SW 102nd Street and North of SW 104th Street in the White Center area of King County should be approved.  

Rick Brater, P.E.
County Road Engineer  
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