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2005 Program Summary

In recent decades the expansion of urban areas and the accompanying loss of tree canopy in King County has affected the health of watersheds by increasing the levels of pollutants entering waterways, changing stream flow patterns and damaging salmon and wildlife habitats.  King County’s Urban Forestry Program seeks to reverse the decline in tree cover and to promote public understanding of the environmental, social, and economic benefits of trees and forests.  The program provides resources for managing urban forests in the watersheds of King County and, together with the County's rural forestry program, helps to create and/or protect green spaces that provide forested habitat extending from the urban center out to rural areas.
The Urban Forestry Program provides services through four primary activity areas:

· Outreach
We provide information on the environmental, social and economic benefits of trees through published materials, workshops, Internet resources and participation in cooperative efforts on the regional and state levels.  The Urban Forestry Coordinator represents King County on the Washington State Urban and Community Forestry Council.

· Grants
We offer grants to projects that involve volunteers and enhance the health of watersheds by planting trees, controlling invasive exotic plants and improving wildlife habitat.  In 2005 priority areas for funding are low income and environmentally degraded urban areas such as the lower Green/Duwamish Watershed, the Miller/Salmon/Walker Creek Basins and south Lake Washington drainages.

· Capacity Building
We enable citizens to serve as stewards of urban trees and forests by providing training and technical assistance.  Through the Natural Resource Stewardship Network we partner with other government agencies and educational institutions to ensure that volunteer organizations have the help they need to complete high quality environmental projects.

· Underserved Communities
The Urban Forestry Program is perhaps unique among King County environmental programs in that it has chosen to focus a portion of its resources on reaching out to new and under-represented audiences such as youth, minority populations and economically disadvantaged communities. We work with partner agencies and businesses to provide technical assistance and grants for projects in densely populated areas where the need for improvements in quality of life, public health and environment is greatest.

The Urban Forestry Program is supported by grants from the USDA Forest Service’s Urban and Community Forestry Program awarded through the Washington State Department of Natural Resources.  The requested $120,000 in Title III funds will serve as match to these grants and will ensure the Water and Land Resources Division’s ability to continue the Urban Forestry Program.

