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SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2017-0396 would provide direction to the Conservation Futures Tax (CFT) Citizens’ Oversight Committee for a Council priority on the use of CFT funds for acquisition of property rights in and around Cemetery Pond in the Four Creeks community.

SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2017-0396 would use the Council’s authority under K.C.C. 26.12.010 to express the Council’s interest in prioritizing CFT projects in and around Cemetery Pond in the Four Creeks community. The proposed motion notes that Cemetery Pond, provides stormwater detention for nearby residential and community development, and that its habitat and stormwater features could be improved through conservation.

Actual project applications in response to the stated priority would be submitted by King County (as the local government for the area) through the regular CFT review process. If project applications are received, the CFT Citizens’ Oversight Committee will review the applications as part of its review process during spring 2018. The CFT Citizens’ Oversight Committee will transmit its recommendations for funding to the Council and Executive during the summer. The Executive will propose specific funding recommendations to the Council as part of the 2019-2020 biennial budget for funding in 2019. 

BACKGROUND 

Conservation futures tax (CFT) levy funds are authorized by state law[footnoteRef:1] to acquire property rights to conserve open space lands. CFT levy funds are collected throughout King County as a dedicated portion of the property tax. Open space lands are defined in K.C.C. 26.12.003 and RCW 84.34.020 to include open space, agricultural lands, and timber lands. CFT funds are allowed to be used to protect, preserve, maintain, improve, restore, limit the future use of, or other otherwise conserve open space lands. [1:  Conservation futures are established in RCW 84.34.200 through .240.] 


K.C.C. chapter 26.12 defines the process and criteria for the allocation of CFT levy funds, done through the county’s budget process. Project applications are submitted to King County, normally by the local jurisdiction where the property is located. These project applications are reviewed by the CFT Citizens’ Oversight Committee, which makes a recommendation to the Executive on funding allocations based on the selection criteria. The Executive includes his recommendation for funding allocation in the proposed budget, which the Council reviews, amends, and adopts. Project applicants are required to have a local match to the CFT funds, and to enter into an interlocal agreement with the County to ensure continued conservation of the acquired property.

ANALYSIS

K.C.C. 26.12.010.B. allows the Council to establish evaluation priorities for the CFT citizen oversight committee to consider during their project selection and funding recommendation process. A Council motion establishing priorities would give the CFT Citizens’ Oversight Committee direction to look for and prioritize projects that meet criteria defined in the motion.  

Proposed Motion 2017-0396 would set an evaluation priority for one or more projects that includes the purchase of property rights in and around Cemetery Pond in the Four Creeks community. The proposed motion notes that Cemetery Pond, which is located near the headwaters of Tributary 0291A, which flows into the May valley basin, is a stormwater flow-control facility that is located at the outlet of an existing wetland and provides stormwater detention for nearby residential and community development. It also notes that Cemetery Pond is located within the Four Creeks community, which has undertaken stewardship activities to improve habitat, remove invasive species from the wetland and buffer, provide maintenance and weeding of native plants and monitor water levels and flows.

The proposed motion also notes that Cemetery pond has been identified as in need of improvement of systemic drainage issues, and that these habitat and drainage improvements could be enhanced by acquisition of privately-owned properties in the vicinity of Cemetery pond.

Submittal of a project application would be subject to the submittal requirements in the code. If the Council chooses to set a priority, the code requires a motion to be adopted by the Council no later than March 1 of each year. This proposed motion would be in effect for the 2018 application review cycle, for projects that would be proposed to the Council for funding in 2019.
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