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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL 

NOTICE OF HEARING

Proposed Ordinance 2007-0255
Proposed Ordinance 2007-0256


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Metropolitan King County Council will hold a public hearing in the Council Chambers on the 10th Floor of the King County Courthouse (516 Third Avenue, Seattle Washington) on Tuesday the 29th day of May 2007 at 1:30 PM.  The purpose of this public hearing is to consider adoption of Proposed Ordinance Nos. 2007-0255 and 2007-0256 relating to building, fire and plumbing codes.

King County encourages public comment on Proposed Ordinance Nos. 2007-0255 and 2007-0256.  You may wish to present oral testimony at the May 29 public hearing.  Testimony is limited to three minutes per speaker and you may provide written copies for the Councilmembers’ review.  Please provide 20 copies of any written material you wish to submit.  The chamber is equipped with an audio/visual system capable of displaying 35mm slides, VHS tapes, overheads, and computer displays.  Audio/visual presentations are included in the 3-minute timeframe.  Testimony sign-up will take place in the lobby outside the Council Chambers before the beginning of the meeting on May 29.  Please call the Metropolitan King County Council offices at (206) 296-1000 if you need directions to the Courthouse.  You may also mail or fax comments to Councilmembers.  The address for the Council is King County Courthouse, 516 Third Avenue #1200 Seattle Washington 98104.  The Council fax number is (206) 296-0198.
The complete text of Proposed Ordinance Nos. 2007-0255 and 2007-0256 is available in the Council Clerk’s office, Room 1039, King County Courthouse, 516 Third Avenue, Seattle Washington.  A copy of the ordinances will be mailed to you upon your request to the Clerk at (206) 296-1020.  Copies of this legislation are also available on the Internet, at www.metrokc.gov/mkcc/clerk.

BACKGROUND


On November 17, 2006 the Washington State Building Code Council adopted, with amendments, the 2006 International Building, Residential, Fire and Mechanical Codes and 2006 Uniform Plumbing Code.  The state’s formally adopted codes become effective statewide on July 1, 2007.  

SUMMARY


Proposed Ordinance Nos. 2007-0255 and 2007-0256 would adopt local amendments to the international codes, including the administration of the codes, which the state has delegated to cities and counties.   The amendments cannot reduce the state’s substantive requirements.  


The local amendments to the international codes carry forward several unique protections that currently exist in King County codes, such as noise transmission standards for properties located near Seattle International Airport.  The amendments also repeal several unique King County building and plumbing code standards that are now covered by the International and Uniform codes.   The following is a summary of changes included in these proposed ordinances:

· The administrative sections for the International Mechanical Code have been consolidated with those for the International Building Code and the International Residential Code. 

· Adopts the plumbing code by ordinance for the first time.

· References are made consistent with the state and model codes and address changes to international code numbering.

· A new option was added to rapid abatement to provide for immediate response by owner.
· The application of the building codes to residential buildings which house either home occupations or home industries is clarified.  
· Existing requirements governing residential swimming pools are re-codified to be located with related building code provisions.

Dated at Seattle, Washington, this 25th day of April, 2007.
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Anne Noris

Clerk of the Council

