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SUBJECT:   
Proposed Motion 2002-0268 approves 14 projects for the King County Community Arts Initiative and 158 projects for the Sustained Support Program.

Community Arts Initiative: 

The Community Arts Initiative (CAI) was created by the King County Arts Commission in 1997 to support arts programming in unincorporated King County and in jurisdictions without a local arts commission. Eligible applicants include libraries, community centers, community councils, local parks agencies, and non-profit organizations involved in the presentation of free public concerts, performances, festivals, workshops and arts-related events. Grant funds may be used to pay artist fees and promotional and production costs associated with the event. Funds may not be used for fundraising or administrative overhead. To facilitate programming and artist selection, applicants are provided a copy of King County’s Touring Arts Roster, a juried listing of professional actors, visual artists, musicians, poets and dancers who are available to perform at functions throughout the region. The roster also contains contacts and technical information about each artist or ensemble and their fees. 

The Arts Commission reviewed 16 applications requesting a total of $69,274 and recommends approval of 14 applications for a total grant allocation of $45,000. Combined, the grants will fund over 40 events in communities throughout King County. Grants range in size from $300 to the Bothell Regional Library for the “Bothell Library Family Nights” program to $15,000 to the King County Parks Division to fund over 15 afternoon and early evening programs for children and families. 

Typically, program funding is provided through the Cultural Development Fund, a special revenue fund generated by hotel-motel tax revenues. However, in 2002 the CAI program is being funded through the Current Expense (CX) budget. The Council appropriated an additional $300,000 in OCR’s 2002 CX budget for cultural programs over and above the Executive’s proposed appropriation. The Arts Commission and the Landmarks Commission recommend dividing the funds according to the policy for allocating hotel-motel funds for cultural programs, 20 percent for heritage programs ($60,000) and 80 percent for arts programs ($240,000). The Arts Commission recommends that $45,000 of the additional appropriation be used to fund the Community Arts Initiative, targeted to provide arts programs in unincorporated King County and in communities that do not have regular arts programming provided by an arts commission.
Sustained Support Program:
From 1994 to 2001, the Council appropriated funds in OCR’s annual agency budget (funded by CX) to fund the Sustained Support Program to provide operating support to arts organizations and local arts agencies. On July 11th, the Natural Resources, Parks and Open Space Committee recommended to the full Council approval of Proposed Ordinance 2002-0263, Version 2, which changes the funding formulas for hotel-motel funded cultural programs, provides funding for the Sustained Support Program and adopts the revised program guidelines.  

After the decade ending in 2001in which the majority of cultural funding was dedicated to the Cultural Facilities Program and the region saw a boom in cultural facility construction, the Arts Commission has placed a high priority on  funding operational support.  Unlike the existing cultural programs, Sustained Support Program grants are not “restricted” and are intended to support any area of an organization’s operations such as rent, utilities, materials and administrative costs. 

The Arts Commission reviewed 172 applications and recommends approval of 158 applications, including 14 Local Arts Agencies, for a total grant allocation of $944,161. 
ATTENDEES:  

Jim Kelly, Manager, Office of Cultural Resources

Charlie Rathbun, Arts Program Coordinator, Office of Cultural Resources
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1. Proposed Motion 2002-0268 with attachments
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