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Metropolitan King County Council
Transportation, Economy and Environment Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	5
	Name:
	Lise Kaye

	Proposed No.:
	2015-0348
	Date:
	September 15, 2015




SUBJECT

An ordinance relating to road names and providing for the honorary designation of county roads.

SUMMARY

KCC 16.08.060 authorizes the Council to make an honorary designation of a street or portion of a street by the adoption of an ordinance, but the code does not currently recognize pre-existing honorary street designations.  Approval of proposed Ordinance 2015-0348 would recognize honorary street designations made prior to August 19, 2013, including designation of Southeast 240th Street between 172nd Avenue SE and 180th Avenue SE as King County's "Street of Heroes."

BACKGROUND 

In 2002, the North Pacific Chapter of the Destroyer Escort Sailors Association, a group of naval veterans who served in World War II, Korea and Vietnam, contacted Tahoma National Cemetery director Mary Ann Gillispie and King County executive Ron Sims to request commemorative street signs near the Tahoma National Cemetery to honor veterans at their final resting place. The federal Department of Veterans Affairs maintains the Tahoma National Cemetery to serve the nation's veterans and their families.

Executive Sims directed the King County road services division to manufacture commemorative street signs designating Southeast 240th Street as King County's "Street of Heroes," which were mounted on signposts in front of the cemetery at nearby key intersections and unveiled November 8, 2002.

On August 19, 2013, Council approved Ordinance 17640 authorizing the Council to make an honorary designation of a street or portion of a street by the adoption of an ordinance. However, Ordinance 17640 did not recognize pre-existing honorary street designations.




ANALYSIS

In 2013, Council approved Ordinance 17640 authorizing the Council to make an honorary designation of a street or portion of a street by the adoption of an ordinance.  Approval of proposed Ordinance 2015-0348 would recognize honorary street designations made prior to August 19, 2013, including designation of Southeast 240th Street between 172nd Avenue SE and 180th Avenue SE as King County's "Street of Heroes."


ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance/Motion 2015-0348
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