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January 19, 2016
The Honorable Joe McDermott
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember McDermott:
Pursuant to Ordinance 18133, Section 5, I am transmitting to the King County Council a motion for approval of the King County Metro Transit Montlake Triangle New Bus Zone Traffic Analysis report.
As called for in the ordinance, this report will ensure a full understanding of the potential traffic impacts in the vicinity of the University of Washington light rail station due to the planned installation of a new northbound bus stop on Montlake Boulevard Northeast near Hec Edmundson Pavilion. The results of a traffic impact analysis of the proposed new bus stop are summarized within the report, including an assessment of the impact of such a stop on general purpose traffic travel time on Montlake Boulevard Northeast from Boyer Avenue East to Northeast 45th Street. Also addressed is the impact on the level of service and performance of the intersections at Montlake Boulevard Northeast with Northeast Pacific Street and Montlake Boulevard Northeast with Northeast Pacific Place. The traffic impact study was performed by DKS Associates, a traffic engineering consultant. The consultant analysis concluded that installing the planned new transit stop would have very little to no impact on traffic operations at the Montlake Triangle.

The integration of bus service with the Link light rail extension to Capitol Hill and the University of Washington provides an opportunity for Metro to prepare for the region’s growth, expand service, and increase rider choices. The proximity of the proposed new Montlake Boulevard bus stop to the light rail station entrance is intended to enhance the quality of passenger transfers between Metro bus service and Link light rail. The installation of this bus stop will contribute to improving mobility options that support Objective 2 of the Economic Growth and Built Environment goal of the King County Strategic Plan, which is to “Meet the growing need for transportation services and facilities throughout the county.” Working to improve facilities that support increased ridership also supports King County’s Strategic Climate Action Plan. As well, such efforts are consistent with Objective 6.1 of King County Metro’s Strategic Plan for Public Transportation 2011-2021, which calls for Metro to work to create a public transportation system that emphasizes productivity, while ensuring social equity and providing geographic value. Installation of the new bus stop will also help with future implementation of Strategy 3.2.2, that directs Metro to coordinate and develop services and facilities with other providers to create an integrated and efficient regional transportation system.
Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) is responsible for reviewing and approving all new bus stop requests within the City of Seattle. King County Metro Transit collaborated with SDOT on the scope of the traffic study and review of the results. SDOT concurs with the conclusions of the report as is indicated in Letter Attachment 1.
DKS Associates was paid $4,606 to perform the traffic study. An estimated 30 hours was required by King County staff to negotiate the contract with DKS, coordinate review with SDOT, and prepare the report for submittal to Council. The total cost to King County was approximately $6,400. Printing costs were minimal.

Thank you for your consideration of this motion to approve the King County Metro Transit Montlake Triangle New Bus Zone Traffic Analysis report. 
If you have any questions, please contact Marty Minkoff, Acting Manager of Service Development, at 206-477-5799, or via email at marty.minkoff@kingcounty.gov.
Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive
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