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STAFF REPORT

SUBJECT:  A MOTION declaring a one-year moratorium on the use of county owned land for emergency temporary homeless encampments; directing the executive to review and make recommendations regarding the availability, suitability and appropriateness of the use of county owned land for such encampments; and further directing the executive to submit the Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness and a related county action plan for council review and approval
BACKGROUND:

On June 14, 2004, the King County Council established the Citizens' Advisory Commission on Homeless Encampments to explore issues of homelessness and the use of emergency encampments as temporary shelters.
The 22 member Commission was charged with developing recommendations on four specific topics:

· A needs assessment for homeless encampments;

· Policy and procedural guidelines for determining the location of future homeless encampments;

· Options for locating homeless encampments on public land in King County; and

· Options for locating homeless encampments on private land in King County.

The Commission held seven meetings, including two community meetings.
On September 7, 2004 the Commission briefed the King County Council on the Commission's findings.  The Council adopted Motion 11991 directing the King County Executive to submit policies and procedures for locating and permitting homeless encampments.
On October 29, 2004, the Executive transmitted Proposed Motion 2004-0518 and Proposed Ordinance 2004-0519 in response to the Motion 11991.  During the committee-of-the-whole meetings of January 4th and February 7th, the committee was briefed on the relevant issues.  
Since that time, concerns have been voiced about the use of publicly-owned lands and Proposed Motion 2005-0209 was developed as an intended replacement to Proposed Motion 2004-0518.  NOTE: Many of the guidelines contained within Proposed Motion 2004-0518 have been directly incorporated into Proposed Ordinance 2004-0519..  
SUMMARY:

Proposed Motion 2005-0209 consists of three actions:

The first action imposes a one-year moratorium on the use of county-owned land for emergency temporary homeless encampments commencing upon the date of council adoption.  During this period no county officer or employee shall authorize or permit the use of such property for such purposes.  NOTE:  The motion refers to this legislation as an ordinance and should be corrected.
The second action requires the executive to review the availability, suitability and appropriateness of the use of county owned land for emergency temporary homeless encampments and submit a report to the council (February 15, 2006) with recommendations regarding the use of county owned property.

The third action requires the county executive to submit the Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness in King County and a related county action plan to the council by June 15, 2005.  The county action plan must:

· Set out goals to significantly increase the placement and success of homeless persons in transitional and permanent housing options within three years;

· Focus county mental health, chemical abuse and dependency, public health, housing, veterans, other human services and community corrections programs on the mission of preventing and eliminating chronic homelessness;

· Describe how the county programs will collaborate with cities and community and faith-based organizations to develop a coordinated and regional approach to providing outreach, coordinated case management and integrated services and housing; and

· Describe the steps to fully implement the Safe Harbors Homeless Services Information System with the city of Seattle, other cities and providers.
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