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SUBJECT

Overview of progress toward Behavioral Health Integration.

SUMMARY

The committee will be briefed on the status of the County's Behavioral Health Integration, which is set to be completed by April 1, 2016.  

BACKGROUND

In 2014, the Washington State Legislature passed Senate Bill 6312, which directed the state Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) to restructure how it purchases chemical dependency and mental health services.  Presently, the process for purchasing mental health services and chemical dependency services are separate and different.  The state purchases mental health services through Regional Support Networks (RSNs) through a managed care model.  It purchases chemical dependency services through state and local contracts on a county-by-county basis and on a fee for service model.  Per Senate Bill 6312, the state will be purchasing both of these services through regionally operated Behavioral Health Organizations (BHOs) via a managed care structure, or integrated purchasing, by April 1, 2016.

Senate Bill 6312 also calls for full integration of mental health, chemical dependency and physical care through managed care contracts by January 1, 2020. While the bill allows for an "Early Adopter" option for integrating the purchasing of physical health, mental health and chemical dependency treatment services by April 1, 2016, King County has decided to not pursue early adopter status, and take more time to consider the options through which to effectuate full integration and their implications.

King County's Mental Health, Chemical Abuse and Dependency Services Division (MHCADSD) in the Department of Community and Human Services will serve as the BHO for King County.  The BHO will contract with community organizations to provide both inpatient and outpatient mental health and substance use disorder services. 

ATTACHMENTS

    1.    Executive staff presentation titled, "Behavioral Health Integration Overview."
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· Susan McLaughlin, Health Integrations Manager, Department of Community and Human Services
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