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STAFF REPORT

SUBJECT:  A MOTION calling for the cleanup of existing toxic waste in the Duwamish river, the prevention of future toxic waste from re-contaminating the Duwamish River and the proper 

treatment or disposal of toxic waste.
SUMMARY:
The “WHEREAS” statements in Proposed Motion 2003-0432 reference several facts and circumstances, including:
· The Environmental Protection Agency listed the Duwamish River as a Superfund site in 2001,

· The Environmental Protection Agency has identified thirty-six chemicals exceeding cleanup screening levels, including lead, mercury and arsenic, and

· A coalition of community groups, environmental organizations, governmental jurisdictions and private companies have partnered to cooperatively comply with EPA clean-up regulations.

Proposed Motion 2003-0432, if approved, establishes policy calling for the following:

A.  Swift, appropriate and effective actions be taken to clean up existing toxic waste;

B.  New industrial technologies, appropriate regulations and environmental monitoring be utilized to prevent future toxic waste from recontaminating this valuable resource;

C.  Any toxic waste removed from the Duwamish River for disposal elsewhere should be treated;

D.  All disposal options for sediments, along with the pros and cons of each option, should be thoroughly explored before a final decision to locate the sediments
AMENDMENTS:  
Amendment A1 clarifies that the EFA “designated the Duwamish River as a Superfund site.
Amendment A2 specifies that toxic waste should be managed in accordance with state and federal requirements

Amendment A3 limits the disposal options to be considered to those options that are “reasonably available”.

INVITED:  

· Don Theiler, Division Director, Wastewater Treatment Division, King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Amendment A1

2. Amendment A2

3. Amendment A3

4. Proposed Motion 2003-0432
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