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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2017-0436 would amend the King County subdivision code to allow for administrative approval of final plats.

SUMMARY

Final plat approvals have historically been required to be completed by the Council.  In 2017, the state legislature modified the subdivision code to allow the Council to delegate that authority to an administrative agency.  Proposed Ordinance 2017-0436 would formally delegate that authority to the Director of the Department of Permitting and Environmental Review (DPER).  There is an amendment that makes technical corrections.

BACKGROUND 

Chapter 58.17 of the Revised Code of Washington (RCW) regulates subdivisions in the state of Washington.  Until 2017, final approval of plats was required to be done by the legislative body of the County.  

In the 2017 legislative session, Senate Bill 5674 was adopted and signed by the Governor.  This bill allows the legislative authority to delegate final plat approval to an administrative agency.

ANALYSIS

Section 2 of the Proposed Ordinance makes the policy change.  This section establishes a new section in Chapter 19A.16, and delegates final plat approval to the Director of the Department of Permitting and Environmental Review (DPER).  It also requires that the director certify that the final plat serves the public health, safety and general welfare, that it is in the public interest, and that it is consistent with the applicable laws, regulations and adopted policies.  Before recording a final plat, DPER is required to send an electronic notice of the approval to the Council.

The other Sections of the Proposed Ordinance make technical changes to implement the policy, by removing a requirement that a signature for Council approval appear on the plat map, by adding a final plat and final short plat as a Type 1 land use decision,[footnoteRef:1] and by repealing a section of code that had criteria for the Council’s review of a final plat application. The criteria in the section to be repealed has largely been incorporated into Section 2 of the Proposed Ordinance. [1:  A Type 1 land use decision is a decision made by the DPER director that has no administrative appeal and no public notice.] 


AMENDMENT

Amendment 1 would make technical corrections to the Proposed Ordinance, to engross changes made by other ordinances.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2017-0436
2. Amendment 1

INVITED

· Jim Chan, Interim Director, DPER
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