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SUBJECT: 
A motion urging support by the state legislature for measures to preserve and restore the ecological viability of major regional inland marine water bodies.  
BACKGROUND:
A coalition of conservation organizations is calling upon the 2005 legislature to enact a legislative package entitled “Sound Solutions” to preserve and restore Hood Canal, the Northwest Straits and Puget Sound.  The coalition of conservation organizations contributing to the creation of the Sound Solutions package includes American Rivers, Futurewise (formerly 1000 Friends of Washington), People for Puget Sound, Surfrider, Washington Conservation Voters, Washington Environmental Council, and WashPIRG.  Sound Solutions is one of four legislative “Priorities for a Healthy Washington” offered by the conservation coalition for consideration in the 2005 legislative session. 

Sound Solutions identifies polluted stormwater as the leading source of pollution in Hood Canal, the Northwest Straits and Puget Sound.  Polluted stormwater run-off has been linked by the Washington State Department of Ecology to the closure of shellfish beds, fish kills and the inability of certain areas to meet water quality standards.  Hood Canal in particular contains a “dead zone” from Potlatch to Hoodsport where a lack of dissolved oxygen in the water has made it inhospitable to octopus, squid, rockfish, surf perch, herring, smelt, hake and other fish.  The “dead zone” is attributed to oxygen depleting pollution such as leaking waterfront septic systems and fertilizer run-off.  
The Sound Solutions legislative package was proposed to accomplish the following agenda:

· Enhance authority to control on-site septic systems. The legislature should provide clear authority for the state to regulate on-site septic pollution as well as provide new tools to help local authorities develop solutions. In areas of special concern, such as Hood Canal and Shellfish Protection Districts, local governments should develop enhanced programs approved by the state. Septic systems in these areas should be inspected and maintained on a regular basis. 

· Strengthen protections for watersheds and water quality around Puget Sound. The State needs to establish clear water quality objectives and provide adequate direction to local governments about strategies to control stormwater and other sources of non-point pollution, particularly including measures to limit conversion of working forestlands. Additionally, landowners should receive tax incentives for voluntary conservation efforts along shorelines. 

· Make new investments in programs to prevent pollution. Provide local governments with tools for implementation and enforcement. To comply with clean water standards, cities and counties need funds to pay for clean water projects, such as community septic systems, and funds to implement new safeguards, such as stormwater programs. 

The Sound Solutions legislative package contains four senate bills and four house bills.  To date one of the bills has passed and the remaining seven are in various stages of consideration.  The status of these bills are as follows:
1. HB 1458 and SB 5431 concern the management of on-site sewage systems in marine areas (need a better description of the effect of this bill).  HB 1458 passed out of the House on March 14th with a vote of 56-41.  SB 5431 passed out of the Water, Energy and Environment and Ways and Means Committees with do pass recommendation.  It is currently in second reading with the Rules Committee.
2. HB 1639 and SB 5619 would require consideration of water quality during growth management planning.  HB 1639 passed out of the Local Government Committee with do pass recommendation and is now in the Appropriations Committee.  SB 5619 passed out of the Water, Energy and Environment and is currently in second reading with the Rules Committee.
3. HB 1638 and SB 5618 would clarify the process for designating forest lands of long-term commercial significance. (need a better description of the effect of this bill) HB 1638 passed out of the Local Government Committee with do pass recommendation and is now in the Rules Committee for second reading.  SB 5618 is under consideration in the Natural Resources, Ocean & Recreation Committee.
4. HB 1637 and SB 5620 would provide for priority consideration of voluntary buffers in open space plans and public benefit rating systems. (need a better description of the effect of this bill)  HB 1637 passed out of the Local Government Committee with do pass recommendation and is now in the Rules Committee for second reading.  SB 5620 passed out of the Government Operations and Elections Committee and is currently in third reading with the Rules Committee.

Proposed Motion 2005-0145 recognizes the region’s marine waterways as a unique and vital ecological, cultural and economic resource in need of conservation.  It urges support for the Sound Solutions legislative package and recommends that the state improve the management of septic systems in the vicinity of Hood Canal and shellfish protection districts, provide for better guidance for the protection of water quality through the Growth Management Act, and invest in water pollution prevention by providing cities and counties funds for clean water programs.  
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