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Metropolitan King County Council
Government Accountability and Oversight Committee


STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	8
	Name:
	Mary Bourguignon

	Proposed No.:
	2017-B0050
	Date:
	March 14, 2017




SUBJECT

A briefing on the 2016 annual report, entitled “Year in Review, 2016,” by King County’s Department of Elections.

SUMMARY

The King County Code requires the Director of Elections to prepare an annual report and transmit it to the County Council by March 31 each year.[footnoteRef:1] That annual report is required to include information on: [1:  KCC 2.18.100] 


· Election costs from the prior year; 
· Voter turnout data for the past 10 years; 
· Accuracy data based on ballot reconciliation for the past 10 years;
· Information on voters’ pamphlets and costs to participating jurisdictions; and
· Information about developing trends in the Department of Elections, including ongoing reforms and continuous improvement.

The King County Director of Elections transmitted this required annual report on February 15, 2017. Today’s briefing on the annual report will supplement a presentation the Director of Elections made to the committee on January 24, 2017, on the 2016 General Election.

BACKGROUND 

Code Requirement for Annual Report. The King County Code requires an annual report from the Department of Elections be transmitted to Council.[footnoteRef:2] The Code states: [2:  KCC 2.18.100] 


A.  The director of elections shall, each year, provide to the county council a report that contains information on elections. The report shall include:

1.  Detailed costs of conducting and administering special, primary and general elections in the county.  The format for this information shall be the same as the department of elections uses to tabulate costs for which it invoices jurisdictions for the costs of running and administering elections. The time series for the cost of elections shall be the most-recent ten years of data ending with a general election;

2.  Voter turnout data for the most-recent ten years for all special, primary and general elections. The turnout data shall include the number of voters credited with voting as well as the percentage of active registered voters who were credited with voting;

3.  Accuracy data as measured by ballot reconciliation figures including, but not limited to, those required by Washington state law to be reported to the Secretary of State. The time series for the accuracy data shall begin with the general election of 2005 and continue until there is a decade of data. When there is more than ten years of accuracy data, only the most-recent ten years shall be reported;

4.  Information about voters’ pamphlets, including the overall costs and costs to participating jurisdictions, level of local participation, impacts on election turnout, reception of the pamphlet by voters and participants and any other information necessary to an analysis of the program by the council; and

5.  Information about developing trends in the elections department, which incorporates ongoing reforms and continuous improvement programs.

B.  The director of elections shall transmit to the council the report required by subsection A. of this section by March 31 of each year, filed in the form of a paper original and an electronic copy with the clerk of the council, who shall retain the original and provide an electronic copy to all councilmembers and the lead staff for the government accountability and oversight committee or its successor.

The report as transmitted meets the requirements in Code. 

It includes information on Elections’ initiatives during 2016, including developing trends and improvement efforts, as required by the Code. The issues highlighted in this section of the report include: 

· The increase in ballot drop boxes to 43, in response to Motion 14634; 
· The addition of two new languages for ballots, Korean and Spanish, in response to Ordinance 17941 and Motion 14579; 
· The community-based organization partnership program to facilitate outreach to limited-English speaking voters; 
· Additional civic engagement, through programs with local school districts; 
· A new web-based format for elections returns; and 
· New branding for ballot envelopes.

In addition, as required by the Code, the report includes appendices that tally relevant information from 2016 and past years:

· Election costs from the prior year. The report states that the total cost for elections in 2016, minus building lease payments, was $14,287,803. The report includes a breakdown of expenditures for 2016, as well as comparative figures for the years 2006 through 2015 (Appendix E).

· Voter turnout data. The report provides information on turnout for elections from 2000 through 2016. For 2016, the report includes the following information:

2016 Voter Turnout (Appendices A, B)

	Election
	Active Registered Voters
	Total Ballots Returned
	Total Ballots Counted
	Turnout

	General 2016
	1,288,327
	1,054,564
	1,041,613
	82%

	Primary 2016
	1,240,245
	456,955
	448,263
	37%

	May Presidential Primary
	1,233,778
	406,298
	390,743
	33%

	April Special
	375,199
	121,287
	119,287
	32%

	February Special
	627,083
	179,706
	176,617
	29%



· Accuracy data. The report presents accuracy data based on ballot reconciliation for the past 10 years. For the November 2016 General Election, it notes that all ballots that were returned were verified (Appendix C). It also provides information on signature challenges, noting a 0.83 percent rate of ballots that were challenged and not cured (Appendix D).

· Information on voters’ pamphlets. Appendix E of the report provides a detailed breakdown of costs, including those that can be recovered.

[bookmark: _GoBack]This briefing will supplement a briefing made to the committee on January 24, 2017, on registered voter data, voter turnout rates, ballot drop box return rates and lessons learned from the 2016 General Election.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Transmittal Letter, Dated February 15, 2017
2. Elections Year in Review, 2016

INVITED

· Julie Wise, Director, King County Department of Elections
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