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OVERVIEW
TOPIC: Proposed Motion 2026-0089 would confirm the Executive’s appointment of Brian Flaherty, who resides in Council District 9, to the Public Defense Advisory Board as a representative of the Washington Defender Association for the remainder of a three-year term to expire on June 30, 2027.
BACKGROUND	
Purpose. The Public Defense Advisory Board (the Board) reviews the activities and plans of the Department of Public Defense (DPD), advocates for high-quality public defense, plays a significant role in the selection of the public defender when the office is vacant, and advises the Executive and Council on matters of equity and social justice related to public defense.[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  K.C.C. 2.60.031.A.] 

Membership. King County Code requires the 11-member Board to consist of one representative from each of the following:
1. The Washington Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers;
2. The Washington State Office of Public Defense;
3. The Washington Defender Association;
4. The King County Bar Association, and 
5. Bar associations identified as minority bar associations by the Washington State Bar Association; and 
6. The remaining six members of the Board shall represent areas or issues that may affect public defense clients, including mental health, substance abuse, military veterans, poverty, juvenile justice, and immigration issues. 

Additional membership requirements set in the Code[footnoteRef:2] include:  [2:  K.C.C. 2.60.031.H.] 

· Each member shall have substantial experience and expertise relevant to DPD's work and the ability and willingness to commit the time necessary to attend meetings and participate effectively as a member of the Board; 
· A majority of the members should have substantial familiarity with advocating on behalf of the indigent; 
· To the extent practicable, the Board membership shall reflect the diversity of the county; and 
· While serving on the Board, a member may not: 
· Hold or be a candidate for elective public office with the exception of precinct committee officer; 
· Serve as a King County judicial officer, prosecuting attorney, or public defender; or 
· Be an employee of a King County court, the Prosecuting Attorney's Office, or DPD.
APPOINTEE INFORMATION	
Brian Flaherty received his law degree from New York University School of Law in 2008.   He began his career as a staff attorney at the King County Department of Public Defense where he worked for 15 years on misdemeanor, felony, and Involuntary Treatment Act cases. He also supervised a felony unit for four years and spent four years working on policy and practice issues in the Public Defense Director’s office.  Since 2024, he has been in solo practice where he works on behalf of indigent defendants, represents post-conviction clients pro bono, and works on criminal legal system legislation.
ANALYSIS	
Staff have not identified any issues with the proposed appointment. It appears to be consistent with the requirements established in the King County Charter and King County Code.
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