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November 14, 2006

The Honorable Larry Phillips

Chair, King County Council 

Room 1200 

C O U R T H O U S E 

Dear Councilmember Phillips:
Enclosed is an ordinance authorizing King County to enter into an interlocal cooperation agreement with the city of Issaquah (City) for the transfer of development rights between rural unincorporated King County and Issaquah.

The King County Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) Program has worked collaboratively with the city of Issaquah to develop a new TDR Program.  TDR is a voluntary land use incentive which provides financial incentives for willing landowners to sell development rights in exchange for a permanent conservation easement.  This TDR partnership with the city of Issaquah implements important regional growth management goals in the King County Comprehensive Land Use Plan, the King County Greenprint, the Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Plan and the Cascade Agenda.
As part of Issaquah's TDR program, the Issaquah City Council has amended the Issaquah zoning code to establish new base and maximum densities for residential and commercial receiving sites.  It also provides for increased building height and other incentives for increased development inside the City, and allows for the potential transfer of up to 75 rural development rights from the adjacent Issaquah Creek Watershed. 
The enclosed TDR interlocal agreement, which was approved by the King County Prosecutor’s Office and unanimously adopted by the City Council, provides $200,000 to the city of Issaquah in budgeted Conservation Futures funds for the acquisition of urban open space inside the City in exchange for accepting rural development rights.  This funding was recommended by the Citizens Oversight Committee for Conservation Futures and was adopted in the 2005 Annual Capital Improvement Project Budget. 

The city of Issaquah, in a voluntary partnership with rural landowners and the King County TDR program, can permanently protect portions of its backyard through preservation of additional lands in the Issaquah Creek Watershed.  This acquisition is limited to open space only and must be consistent with the RCW requirements in Title 84 and King County Conservation Futures Ordinance 10150.  If you have any questions, please contact Mark Isaacson, Division Director of the Water and Land Resources Division, at 206-296-6587; or Mark Sollitto, Manager of the King County TDR Program in the Office of Rural and Resource Program in the Water and Land Resources Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-296-1941.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Sincerely,

Ron Sims
King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Ross Baker, Chief of Staff

  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

Tim Barnes, Deputy Prosecuting Attorney, King County Prosecutor’s Office


Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget


Pam Bissonnette, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)


Mark Isaacson, Division Director, Water and Land Resources Division (WLRD), DNRP


Mark Sollitto, Manager, Transfer of Development Rights Program, WLRD, DNRP

