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	              DATE:
	April 9, 2003


SUBJECT:  an ordinance authorizing the condemnation of certain property for the widening and improvement of South 277th Street, right-of-way No. 9-2001-001, CIP No. 500298.   

SUMMARY:  Proposed Ordinance 2003-0152 (packet, Attachment 1) authorizes the condemnation of certain property for the improvement of South 277th Street right-of-way No. 9-2001-001, CIP No. 500298.  South 277th Street is a Principal Arterial located between I-5 and Auburn presently moving 11,000 vehicles per day.  Proposed improvements will widen the roadway near the SR-167 interchange and provide better access to Kent, Auburn and future access to the east.  
The Asset Development Section - Property Services Unit of the Facilities Management Division has been negotiating with the property owners to acquire the land necessary for the widening and improvements to the roadway and has reached and impasse in these negotiations.  Due to the construction timetable, and the requirement to obligate certain grant funding, the Road Services Division has recommended that the county begin condemnation proceedings immediately in order to commence the construction for the South 277th Street project in 2003.      

Letters were sent by Committee staff to the owners whose property has been proposed for condemnation notifying them of the Committee process and schedule. 

Attachment 2 to this report includes proposed amendments to the index of properties and legal descriptions attached to the proposed ordinance.  These amendments are necessary to reflect a recently completed negotiation. 
BACKGROUND:  the County Council passed Ordinance 12029 on November 21, 1995, approving the annual budget and program including a transportation program that included the widening and improvement of South 277th Street, right-of-way No. 9-2001-001, CIP No. 500298.  The adopted King County 2002 budget and program provided for the acquisition of land necessary for the widening and improvement of South 277th Street. 

In order to acquire the property and property rights required to improve the capacity for the South 277th Street corridor by providing additional general traffic lanes, turn lanes, a storm water retention pond and associated water quality facilities as provided in the ordinance, it is necessary for King County to condemn certain lands and property rights for these purposes, subject to the paying of just compensation to the owners.   

This project is included in King County's 2003 Roads Capital Improvement Program (CIP), project # 500298. The Road Services Division currently plans to advertise for construction bids in May, 2003, award a contract as early as May/June 2003, begin construction in June/July 2003 and complete the improvements in December 2004.

The legal process for property condemnation provides for a public use and necessity hearing.  Approval of this ordinance would authorize attorneys for King County to begin to prosecute the proceedings provided by law to condemn, take, and appropriate the land and other property, and property rights necessary to carry out the provisions of this ordinance.   

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Proposed Ordinance 2003-0152 with attachments




2. Proposed Amendment 1 to Proposed Ordinance 2003-0152




3. Proposed Amendment 2 to Proposed Ordinance 2003-0152




4. Aerial Map and Project Drawings 

ATTENDING:
Rick Brater, Road Services Division

Bob Thompson, Facilities Management Division
