March 15, 2002

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200 

C O U R T H O US E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

I am pleased to transmit to you a proposed motion authorizing the County to enter into an Omnibus Legal and Financial Agreement with the Regional Disaster Plan for Public and Private Organizations in King County.

This omnibus agreement establishes procedures for the sharing of resources between jurisdictions, agencies, special purpose districts, and private and non-profit organizations in King County when they are impacted by disasters. The Regional Disaster Plan is being sent out to all potential participants for signature.  The agreement is voluntary, and was drafted using the Washington State Public Works Agreement as a template.

The Omnibus Legal and Financial Agreement highlights include:

· Provides for the sharing of resources between participants during disasters.

· Establishes protocols for requesting resources.

· Establishes a legal framework that protects requesting and lending participants.

· Additional King County jurisdictions, agencies, special purpose districts, and private and non-profit organizations can join in the agreement.

The Regional Policy Committee has been kept apprised, throughout the process, on the status of the Regional Disaster Plan.  In December 2001 they submitted a letter to the Emergency Management Advisory Committee (EMAC) advising them to "pursue their proposed course of action to distribute the Regional Disaster Plan to public, private and non-profit organizations (including local governments) for their formal review and potential adoption." (Letter is enclosed.)  To date 16 organizations have signed on to the Plan (see enclosed listing).
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Staff of the Office of Emergency Management at (206) 205-8100 are available to answer questions and provide briefings if this is desired.  Thank you for your continued support as we prepare the region to respond effectively to disasters.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Ellen Petre, Interim Chief of Staff




 Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




 Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Steve Call, Director, Office of Budget

Paul Tanaka, County Administrative Officer, Department of Executive Services (DES)


Eric Holdeman, Manager, Office of Emergency Management, DES 

