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Metropolitan King County Council

Law, Justice and Human Services Committee
STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:             8  

DATE: 

May 16, 2002
PROPOSED MOTION:  2002-0155
PREPARED BY: 
Clifton Curry
SUBJECT: A MOTION accepting the loan of two personal watercrafts from a nationally recognized law enforcement loaner program.
SUMMARY: Since 1996, the Yamaha Motors Corporation has loaned the county two personal watercrafts pursuant to their Personal Watercraft Public Safety Loan Program.  The Sheriff’s Office would like to continue its participation in this program in 2002.  Two personal watercrafts are available for loan for nine months.  These watercrafts would be used by the Marine Unit to enforce boating regulations, help promote the safe use of personal watercraft and assist with search and rescue efforts.

The county has used two personal watercrafts from July – September each year.  The boats have been used primarily on Lakes Washington and Sammamish and the Sammamish River.  The Marine Unit increased the number of contacts with personal watercraft operators from 102 contacts in 1995 to over 1,000 contacts using personal watercraft and regular patrol boats in 2001.  There has been a resulting decrease in the number of citizen complaints to the Marine Unit.  Use of the watercraft cost the county about $500 in operating expenses.  

Depending on the availability of officers, the marine unit intends to use of these watercraft in 2002 on smaller lakes that do not routinely have police enforcement by the Marine Unit.  The conditions of this loaner program are that the watercraft will be used solely to help with public safety responsibilities, the watercraft are to be returned to the dealer at the end of the loan period, and the county would pay for the maintenance of the watercraft and any damage other than ordinary wear and tear while operating the craft.  

ATTACHMENTS: 

1.  Executive Letter of Transmittal

2.  Proposed Motion 2002-0155
