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Metropolitan King County Council

Law, Justice and Human Services Committee

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM: 8
       DATE: July 15, 2004
MOTION: 2004-B0151
       PREPARED BY: Doug Stevenson
SUBJECT:  “Beyond Building Boxes”, a Local Perspective on Housing the Homeless
SUMMARY:   A panel of individuals involved in helping people move from homelessness and/or transitional housing to permanent rental housing  will share their perspectives on barriers to housing the homeless population and they can be overcome.  The panel includes:

· Karyn Kuever, an apartment owner and member of the Puget Sound Rental Housing Association, who is also an MSW and has managed low-income housing both in the private sector and for non-profit agencies; 
· Kerry Howell, President of Mutual Interest, a non-profit agency that provides help with security deposits for homeless people moving from transitional to permanent rental housing; and
· Marlo Klein, staff for the United Way sponsored “Ready to Rent” program that provides tenant education to homeless and low income persons who are preparing to move to permanent rental housing.
They will discuss common problems that cause people to lose their housing and social service solutions to these issues; the barriers homeless people experience in getting back into permanent housing; the minimum criteria that landlords (non-profit and private sector) require for tenant acceptance; and, innovative solutions to overcome the barriers to obtaining and maintaining permanent housing.  The organizations they represent are working together to help people make a successful move to permanent housing.  

