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March 28, 2013


The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:

This letter transmits amotion and report on the Agricultural Drainage Assistance Program (ADAP) documenting King County’s continuing efforts to encourage and strengthen agriculture by providing assistance for drainage maintenance on farmlands in the unincorporated area. Improved drainage can extend the growing season by allowing fields to be planted earlier in the year and harvested later in the season, extend the season during which livestock can use fields for forage and pasture, or can put fields back into production that had become too wet to work. Complex and sometimes conflicting federal, state, and local regulatory requirements have in some cases been a barrier to regular maintenance of drainage ditches. 

An updated, streamlined program for maintenance of agricultural drainage systems was introduced in 2012. The new program reduces staff time required for each project by standardizing best management practices (BMPs) for consistency and predictability, and simplifies permitting so that for most projects, landowners need only a state Hydraulic Project Approval (HPA) permit and a farm management plan. No additional King County permits are required for projects that meet the requirements of the streamlined ADAP. 

The motion and report were called for in Section 88, P1 of Ordinance 17476 passed on November 13, 2012. This legislation called for the development and transmittal of a report that identifies how the ADAP is addressing drainage maintenance and repair and replacement of drainage tiles on agricultural lands. Drainage tiles are pipes, historically made of clay or ceramic, that collect or convey water underground. The attached reportis structured to respond directly to the six specific topics identified in the ordinance. These topics include:

A. The compiled annual number of requests for stream and drainage ditch cleaning for 2008-2012; 
B. The average duration of time between request for stream and drainage ditch cleaning and completion of the work for 2008-2012; 
C. The actions that the County is taking to assist those requesting assistance with cleaning and drainage ditch cleaning; 
D. The estimated acreage of agricultural lands that is not farmable because of poor drainage; 
E. A plan for how the County can facilitate or assist in locating, repairing or replacing drainage tiles; and
F. A detailing of any regulatory impediments to more quickly providing stream cleaning and repair or replacement of drainage tiles.

This legislation furthers the goals and objectives of both the King County Strategic Plan and the Strategic Climate Action Plan to encourage sustainable agriculture by providing technical assistance and streamlined permitting tosupport healthy, productive farms. The Water and Land Resources Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks has worked, and continues to work, with farmers and regulatory agencies to facilitate and simplify maintenance of waterway and ditch drainage to improve productivity of farmlands. 

It is estimated that this report required 80 staff hours to produce, costing approximately $6,400.

Thank you for your consideration of this motion. It will document improvements King County has made to simplify permitting, standardize best management practices, and offer technical assistance where most requested by farmers. I urge the Council to enact this legislation and look forward to working with you to realize its benefits.

If you would like more information on this motion or the report, please contact Mark Isaacson, DivisionDirector of the Water and Land Resources Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-296-6587.

Sincerely,




Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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