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SUBJECT

An update on healthcare insurance enrollment under the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.

SUMMARY

This is a briefing from Public Health - Seattle & King County (PHSKC) on healthcare insurance enrollment in King County under the insurance coverage opportunities arising from the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. The staff report provides background on the Affordable Care Act (ACA) as an introduction to the presentation.

BACKGROUND

The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, commonly referred to as the Affordable Care Act (ACA), was signed into law on March 23, 2010. The purpose was to increase access to cost-effective, preventative health services and decrease the cost of health care for individuals and the government.  Health insurance coverage increases the ability of residents to receive preventative care and needed services in a timely fashion, before conditions become more serious or require more costly emergency room visits or hospital stays. Healthier residents increase workforce productivity. Access to healthcare reduces health disparities.

There are two key provisions of the ACA:
 
· Mandatory Individual Coverage – The individual mandate requires most Americans to maintain “minimum essential” health insurance coverage. Washington state developed a Health Benefit Exchange (http://wahbexchange.org/), an online marketplace for individuals, families and small businesses to help them compare and enroll in qualified private health insurance plans. Open enrollment is in its third year, and runs from November 1, 2015 through January 31, 2016. 

· Medicaid Expansion – Under the Affordable Care Act, states could expand the scope of the Medicaid program and increase the number of individuals covered, with increased federal funding for the cost of expansion. Washington is one of 31 states that expanded the Medicaid program, called Apple Health, to cover adults who were previously ineligible. Enrollment in Washington Apple Health, providing free insurance to those at the lowest range of the income spectrum, is open year-round.

There are four common ways individuals can obtain health insurance coverage:
· Health insurance through a group sponsor, such as through an employer, professional organization, or military coverage;
· Individual health plans purchased directly from an insurance company or through Washington state's Health Benefit Exchange during open enrollment;
· Medicaid, or Apple Health, for low-income residents;
· Medicare if age 65 or older, on Social Security Disability Income, or diagnosed with certain diseases.

Not all resident have health insurance coverage, however. In 2013, the US Census Bureau's American Community Survey estimated that 223,000 of King County's two million residents were uninsured working-age adults (under the age of 65). Enrollment into both the Exchange and expanded Medicaid program began October 1, 2013. King County engaged in significant enrollment efforts, including partnering with the community and training volunteers in how to help residents enroll in health insurance coverage. Across the county, hundreds of people continue to be involved in the effort to enroll the uninsured, including staff at community-based organizations, local leaders, and employees from across government agencies. This broad network provides assistance directly to clients and/or spreads enrollment information through their networks. [footnoteRef:1]   [1:  Not all individuals are able to or seek to obtain health insurance. Some are ineligible, such as undocumented immigrants. Some are not required by the ACA to obtain health insurance coverage, such as people for whom health insurance is considered unaffordable but do not qualify for Medicaid. Other individuals choose not to enroll, but if required to enroll then they are subject to a monetary penalty under the ACA.
] 

On September 17, 2015, PHSKC staff delivered a briefing on ACA enrollment impacts in King County to the King County Board of Health.  At today's briefing, PHSKC will provide further details on enrollment impacts, an update on enrollment numbers, and discuss upcoming enrollment efforts for 2015-16.  
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