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Metropolitan King County Council
Growth Management and Unincorporated Areas Committee

Staff Report

	Agenda Item:
	6
	Name:
	Lauren Smith

	Proposed Ordinance:
	2004-0137
	Date:
	April 20, 2004

	Attending:
	Cynthia Moffitt, DDES
	
	


SUBJECT:

An ordinance related to stacking spaces for drive-through lanes of restaurants.
BACKGROUND:

King County code 21A.18.080 regulates drive-through lanes for restaurants, banks and financial institutions.  The technical term for approximately one car length of drive-through lane is a “stacking space”, which is equal to an area measuring 20 feet (length) by 8 feet (width).  A series of stacking spaces (a “drive-through” lane) is used to prevent vehicles from extending onto public rights-of-way, or interfering with pedestrian circulation, traffic maneuvering or other parking spaces.
Currently, businesses with drive-through lanes are regulated as follows:

· Banks/Financial Institutions: a minimum of 5 stacking spaces (100 feet of drive-through lane)

· Restaurants: a minimum of 7 stacking spaces (140 feet of drive-through lane)
These regulations cover the vast majority of businesses with drive-through lanes in a generally satisfactory manner.  The exception, as relayed to Council staff, is drive-through espresso stands.  Since the code does not specifically cover drive-through lanes for this type of commercial enterprise, there has been some confusion as to how the code should be interpreted.  Council staff’s understanding is that they are currently being treated as any other restaurant and thus are required to have a minimum of 7 stacking spaces.  
Adopting new regulations to govern drive-through lanes for espresso stands and other small restaurants would provide a clearer and more predictable regulatory scheme.
SUMMARY:
Proposed Ordinance 2004-0137 would amend KCC 21A.18.080 by adopting new provisions governing drive-through lanes at restaurants in unincorporated King County:
For restaurants with on-premise eating areas greater than 160 square feet in size, a minimum of seven stacking spaces (140 feet of drive-through lane) shall be provided;
For restaurants with no on-premise eating areas that are 160 square feet or less in size, a minimum of three stacking spaces (60 feet of drive-through lane) shall be provided if:
· There are three or more similar restaurants within one-quarter mile; or
· Vehicles on the drive-through lane do not exceed 6 per half-hour period

For restaurants with no on-premise eating areas that are 160 square feet or less in size, a minimum of four stacking spaces (80 feet of drive-through lane) shall be provided if:

· There are two or fewer similar restaurants within one-quarter mile; or

· Vehicles on the drive-through lane do not exceed are seven or more but less than eleven vehicles per any half-hour period.

For restaurants with no on-premise eating areas that are 160 square feet or less in size, a minimum of five stacking spaces (100 feet of drive-through lane) shall be provided if:

· There are no similar restaurants within one-quarter mile; or

· Vehicles on the drive-through lane are eleven or more per any half-hour period.

Additionally, discretion is given to the Director of DDES to modify the number of required stacking spaces, after consultation with other public agencies or after consideration of traffic studies provided by the applicant, but to no fewer than three stacking spaces.

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Proposed Ordinance 2004-0137
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