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SUBJECT

An ordinance relating to road names; and amending Ordinance 8766, Section 10, as amended, and K.C.C. 16.08.060.
SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2013-0314 amends the King County Code to authorize the Council to designate honorary street names in response to petitions by property owners on the affected street or street segment.
COMMITTEE ACTION
On July 30, the Transportation, Economy and Environment Committee approved Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2013-0314, as amended, with a “do pass consent” recommendation.

SUPPORT OF THE STRATEGIC CLIMATE ACTION PLAN 
Proposed Ordinance 2013-0314 was not identified as a specific action in the Strategic Climate Action Plan (“SCAP”), and does not appear to support any SCAP objectives and strategies.
BACKGROUND
KCC 16.08.060 authorizes the Council to change unincorporated area street names in response to petitions signed by property owners.  The most recent change carried out under this section of the Code was Ordinance 17607 (Proposed Ordinance 2013-0244), approved in response to a property owners’ petition to change the name of a portion of 168th Avenue SE to Patriot Way SE.

During Council review of this proposal, Councilmembers Dunn and Lambert identified the concept of honorary street naming as an option for the Council to consider in future cases.  This option would allow property owners to retain existing street addresses.
ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance 2013-0314 amends KCC 16.08.060 to add a new section authorizing the Council to adopt ordinances approving honorary street names.  The proposed legislation:

1. Defines an honorary street name as a secondary name for a street or a portion of a street but does not replace the legal street name.

2. Allows for signage denoting the honorary designation augments, but does not replace signage for the legal street name.  Honorary street name signs shall have white lettering on a brown background so as to distinguish them from the white on green signs for legal street names.
3. Limits honorary street names to individuals, organizations, entities and events of local significance to the county as determined by the county council.

4. Requires the applicants to pay for the costs of signage as well as replacement signs required due to damage, theft or vandalism.
5. Requires the application to list all property owners on the affected street or street segment; requires a majority of property owners along road or segment to agree with honorary signage; requires the application to state that applicants are responsible for the costs of signs and that the legal street name would not change.
6. Requires property owners be notified of pending action by the full Council at least 20 days in advance of the Council action.
Note that Propose Ordinance 2013-0314 also modifies the existing sections of K.C.C. 16.08.060; these technical edits are intended to improve clarity and to update the code language to conform to current practice.
AMENDMENT

Attachment 2 is an amendment that the Clerk and Code Reviser recommend to clarify the notification process for property owners and the kind of signage required.  
REASONABLENESS

The King County Code currently authorizes the Council to change unincorporated area road names.  The proposed ordinance allows for the establishment of honorary street names as an alternative to changing the street name.  The Road Services Division is supportive of the proposed ordinance.  Approval of Proposed Ordinance 2013-0314 is a reasonable business decision.
