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SUBJECT

A briefing on the 2010 draft work program for the Government Accountability and Oversight Committee.
BACKGROUND

On January 19, 2010 the King County Council adopted Motion 13129.  This motion establishes the organization of the Council for 2010, creates the committees of the Council, and outlines committee responsibilities. Section VI C describes the Government Accountability and Oversight (GAO) Committee and reads as follows:

Government accountability and oversight committee

1.  The committee shall consider and make recommendations on:  policies relating to the department of assessments; elections; records and licensing; animal control; cable communications; the county fair; King County international airport; risk management; executive services such as telecommunications, facilities management, purchasing and real property management; capital project oversight; and wastewater treatment as well as strategic planning performance management and performance measurement; management organizational structure; technology management; customer service; and the efficiency, cost effectiveness and performance of county departments and programs.


2.  In the areas within the committee's purview, the committee shall track state and federal legislative action and develop recommendations on policy direction for the 2011 annual budget.

Motion 13129 also assigns the membership of the Committee including identification of Councilmember Kathy Lambert as the Chair and Councilmember Jan Drago as Vice-chair.  The remaining members of the 2010 GAO Committee include Councilmembers Reagan Dunn and Pete von Reichbauer.  The Committee is scheduled to meet on the mornings of the first and third Tuesdays of each month.
Work Program Items

Most of the draft work program for the 2010 GAO Committee is focused on ongoing
critical areas of oversight, auditing, and identification of efficiencies and areas for improvement.  A detailed description of work program items can be found in the attachment to the staff report.
Other Briefings/Work Updates

In addition to the work described in the attached draft work program, the Committee will likely consider other as-yet-unforeseen legislation as initiated by the Council in addition to legislation transmitted by the Executive.  Although the work program will be formally adopted by legislation, it will remain a dynamic living document and will be updated frequently to reflect the body of work before the GAO Committee.
Next Steps

The GAO Committee’s 2010 work program, revised to include any changes as the result of discussion at this meeting, will be drafted into form as legislation.  That legislation will be ready for further discussion and possible action at the March 2nd GAO Committee meeting.

ATTACHMENTS

1. 2010 Draft Government Accountability and Oversight Committee Work Program
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