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STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	4
	Name:
	Charlotte Archer, District Legal Counsel

	Proposed Legislation:
	FCD26-05
	Date:
	4/21/2026



Motion Authorizing the Chair to execute a Professional Services Agreement for legal services with Baker Sterchi Cowden & Rice, LLC

By this motion, the Board would authorize the Chair to execute a Professional Services Agreement with the law firm of Baker Sterchi Cowden & Rice, LLC for legal services pertaining to a pending legal matter. The District’s general counsel is unable to represent the District in the pending legal matter. District staff have consulted with law firms identified as providing legal services pertaining to the pending legal matter and have identified attorneys Megan Coluccio and Rebecca Boatright of the Firm as qualified attorneys with demonstrated experience in the relevant areas of law to represent the District.  

Due to the timing of the pending legal matter, it was necessary for Staff, in consultation with the Chair, to take preliminary actions to secure legal services prior to formal approval by the Board. The timing also necessitates a request for a waiver of the District’s adopted procurement policies, which require a formal Request for Proposal process for all professional services, regardless of the amount. 

The total contract amount does not exceed the Chair’s designated authority. 
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