[image: KClogo_v_b_m2]

Metropolitan King County Council
Transportation, Economy and Environment Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	[bookmark: _GoBack]7
	Name:
	Greg Doss 

	Proposed No.:
	2015-0445
	Date:
	November 17, 2015




SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2015-0445 would require the Executive to transmit a plan to celebrate the King County Courthouse centennial. 

SUMMARY

The Proposed Motion would require the Executive establish a Centennial Planning Committee and transmit to the Council by January 29, 2016, a plan to celebrate the King County Courthouse centennial. The Centennial Plan would be developed in consultation with the City of Seattle, 4Culture, the King County Landmarks Commission, the Historic Society of Seattle and other preservation and historical organizations. 

The Centennial Plan would include a proposal that identifies a celebration date, a location, appropriate activities, signage and other advertising necessary to promote the event.  The Executive would also identify whether a supplemental appropriation would be necessary to fund the centennial celebration. 

BACKGROUND

Courthouse History: The King County Courthouse has served a vital role in City and County government for the past 100 years.

The original seat of King County was located on the Maynard, Boren and Denny Land Claim.  In 1852, Henry Yesler arrived in Seattle and purchased the area that is now known as Pioneer Square. When Yesler died in 1892, the City obtained and used the estate on Third Avenue between James and Yesler for a public library.  The library burned down in a fire in 1901.  Five years later, the County purchased the Yesler Estate from the City for $235,000 as a future site for the Courthouse that exists today.

The voters of King County first approved funding for the construction of the Courthouse in 1912. The County's proposal was to use the Yesler estate site so that the only cost would be the cost of construction. 

The County Commissioners agreed to a three-story building with the option to add additional stories as necessary. The City government, however, proposed to share the cost of the building with the County in exchange for a 20-year lease. The $600,000 in funds provided by the City allowed the architect to add an additional two stories to the building with the expectation that the County would inherit this additional space in time.  

The County appointed MIT-trained architect A. Warren Gould to design and build its new 5 story building. Gould came to the project with good credentials. He had worked at his family's architecture firm in Boston before moving to Seattle in 1904. In Seattle he designed the YMCA, New Richmond Hotel, the Arctic Building and Seattle Electric Company Building.

The builders proudly employed the use of locally obtained and manufactured materials. For example, the second floor terra cotta architrave was made from materials from the Renton Clay and Coal Company; the granite used on the exterior came from a Snohomish County quarry; the bronze light fixtures, window frames and balustrades were made in Seattle; and the Alaskan marble was cut by a company in Tacoma.

Together with contractors Puget Sound Bridge & Dredging, architect A. Warren Gould constructed in 1914 a five-story steel frame and reinforced concrete structure which was dedicated May 4, 1916, for a total cost of $1,271,645.83.
 
The original tenants of the new building in 1916 included the County Assessor, the Port Commissioner, the County Treasurer, the County Recorder, the County Clerk, the Sheriff, and the Superior Court. City and County offices were on the first two floors for easy public access. The second and third floors housed the courtrooms and the County Commissioners while the Mayor had a suite on the Third Avenue level overlooking City Hall Park.

In 1929, Henry Bittman and his associate, J.L. McCauley, began the second phase of construction to add additional floors, including, a three-story "attic" that was added to provide a location for the King County Jail. Facilities at the jail included a bakery and an infirmary. The jail stories included twenty decorative arched window openings to imply a finished cap to the structure and to signify to the public that this would be the final phase of the courthouse additions.

In 1967, a large remodeling project was undertaken by the architectural firm of Paul Delaney and Associates. The goals of this project were to "modernize" the structure.  As a result, a 1960's modern aesthetic was imposed on the courthouse.  Yet at the same time, many greatly needed modernizing mechanical upgrades were implemented.  The heating, electrical, plumbing, and ventilation systems were all upgraded. The new remodel also added more courtrooms, made available more office space and expanded jury facilities. 

In 1976, the Pioneer Square National Historic District was extended to include the Courthouse, and in 1987, the Courthouse was registered as a King County landmark, and
the King County Courthouse has served admirably for a century as a forum for justice and the seat of government in King County.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  All of the historical information in the background section can be found at the site http://www.kingcounty.gov/about/contact-us/locations/Courthouse/courthouseHistory.aspx, which credits information complied by the Administrative Services Section, Public Information Branch of the Department of Construction and Facility Management.] 


The Courthouse Today: The 2011 County Real Property Asset Management Plan identifies 1,200 County employees from nine different agencies that currently work in the 568,468 square feet in the King County Courthouse. The building houses members of the County Council, Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention, Department of Community and Health Services, the Facilities Management Division of the Department of Executive Services, the District Court, Department of Judicial Administration, the King County Sheriff’s Office, the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office and the Superior Court.
	
Proposed Motion 2015-0445:

The Council requests that the Executive establish a Centennial Planning Committee and transmit a plan to celebrate the King County Courthouse centennial. The Centennial Plan should be developed in consultation with the City of Seattle, 4Culture, the King County Landmarks Commission, the Historic Society of Seattle and other preservation and historical organizations. The Centennial Plan should include, but not be limited to:

1. A description of the centennial planning committee;
2. A summary of the centennial planning committee's meetings and accomplishments to date and milestones needed to prepare for the celebration;
3. A proposed date for a centennial celebration in spring 2016 to coincide with the original dedication of the courthouse on May 4;
4. A proposed location or locations for the centennial celebration;
5. A proposed list of activities for the centennial celebration;
6. A plan for appropriate signage to celebrate the courthouse; and
7. A proposed budget for the centennial celebration, and identification of whether a supplemental appropriation would be necessary to fund the centennial celebration.

The Executive should transmit the plan and a motion accepting the plan by January 29, 2016. 
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