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Metropolitan King County Council

Law, Justice and Human Services Committee
STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:           10   
DATE: 

February 21, 2002
PROPOSED MOTION  2002-0048
PREPARED BY: 
Clifton Curry
Subject: A MOTION authorizing the county executive to enter into an interagency agreement with Pierce County Alliance relating to the Washington State Methamphetamine Initiative.
Summary: The enclosed motion and agreement, if approved, will allow the Sheriff's Office to participate in a grant from the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Community Oriented Policing Services awarded to the Pierce County Alliance.  
The grant is for the purpose of providing a program to address the epidemic of clandestine methamphetamine production and related social-economic problems statewide.  Chemicals and waste products associated with the production of methamphetamine pose significant environmental hazards and health threats to citizens of King County. The grant will allow the sheriff to provide one detective, through the Washington State Methamphetamine Initiative, to proactively investigate cases related to pre-cursor chemicals.
Methamphetamine is a synthetic psychostimulant that produces intoxication, dependence, and psychosis. The drug has mood-altering effects, behavioral effects such as increased activity and decreased appetite, and a high lasting 8 to 24 hours. Although there is an initial general sense of well-being, methamphetamine use has been associated with both long- and short-term problems such as brain damage, cognitive impairment and memory loss, stroke, paranoia, hepatitis, HIV transmission, and violence. 

The drug is manufactured in domestic clandestine laboratories throughout the State of Washington, but especially along the I-5 corridor in rural Pierce and King Counties. Of particular concern, methamphetamine use is emerging in cities and rural settings previously thought to be largely unaffected by illicit drug use and is increasing among populations not previously known to use this drug.  In addition, methamphetamine poses a particular problem because it can be produced in clandestine laboratories using over-the-counter drugs, household products, and other readily available chemicals.  However, many of the ingredients used by these labs are highly toxic and pose significant environmental hazards.  These laboratories are subject to a high risk of explosion, causing fires and releasing toxic gases. For this reason, the illicit manufacture of this drug presents major fire and public safety threats, in addition to health threats. The readily available materials used to manufacture methamphetamine are generally known as “pre-cursor” chemicals.  As part of the national strategy for controlling meth, law enforcement agencies target the sellers of pre-cursor chemicals and track buyers.  Often, arrests can be made before the “cooking” process, resulting in the control of meth and the reduction of potential environmental problems.

The State of Washington and King County have seen significant increases in use and distribution of this drug, and have also seized many more clandestine labs.  As a consequence, the federal government is providing a variety of resources through the Washington State Methamphetamine Initiative.  This grant, through the Pierce County Alliance, will allow a King County Sheriff’s detective to work full-time on pre-cursor chemical investigations as part of the coordinated law enforcement response to meth.

ATTENDING:
1. Chief Fabienne Brooks, Criminal Investigations Division, KCSO

ATTACHMENTS: 

1.  Executive Letter of Transmittal

2.  Proposed Motion 2002-0048
3.  Interagency Agreement

